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D E A R  M E M B E R S  A N D  F R I E N D S ,

In the past eight months the New England Forestry Foundation released our Path to Sustainability report, revealing the many 

quantifi able benefi ts of protecting and managing the forests of New England.  Some of these benefi ts are eye-popping.  Imagine 

replacing $1.85 billion dollars of foreign oil a year, reducing our costs for clean water by $6 billion dollars, or doubling the amount of 

forest products grown in the region?  We can.  Now, with your help, we are off and running as we set ourselves to the task of actually 

accomplishing these objectives. We are rallying under a simple phrase: Wood is Good. 

We want to raise awareness of goods from the woods as environmentally sound, renewable, beautiful, healthy, and inspiring products 

produced sustainably by our neighbors right here in the place we call home.  In order to achieve this new awareness of forest products 

and sustainable forest management we have launched two high-visibility initiatives. 

First, starting on page six, you will fi nd an article by Katie Dolan that reports on efforts now under way to build more New England 

homes and buildings with regionally grown wood products. With funding from two private foundations, NEFF is joining that effort 

by launching a feasibility study to determine precisely what needs to happen for New England urban areas to take advantage of this 

renewable, sustainable resource.  NEFF also will look closely at the kind of forestry needed to support such a regional transformation 

and the extent of climate mitigation effects that can be realized. 

Our second initiative focuses on the anticipated summer opening of the Boston Public Market in  Boston’s Haymarket district.  

This supermarket-sized, year-round indoor market will offer only regionally grown agricultural products paired with cooking 

demonstrations and environmental  programming events.  Thanks to NEFF’s recent involvement, the Market is likely to include 

goods from the woods, both edible products as well as wood for vendor stalls and general architectural elements.  We are dedicating 

NEFF program resources to making this happen and are seeking help from forest product companies, environmental organizations, 

individual woodworkers, and forest gatherers to meet our summer deadlines.  This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to showcase 

New England’s sustainable forests, stunning wood products, and the people who own, manage, and work our  region’s woodlands.  

I hope you will enjoy this current newsletter. Remember, your support has gotten us this far and we are so thankful for it.  Please let 

us know if you have ideas on how we can move our new initiatives forward.

Robert Perschel

Executive Director

Wood is Good:
Building with Wood and Mitigating Climate Change is Superb

This publication  is  printed on Monadnock Astr olite PC 100,  a third-party cer tifi ed, 100% post-consumer  recycled paper, produced using  100% clean,  
renewable electric  power. Astr olite PC 100 is  an environmentally responsible  choice.  Many thanks  to Monadnock Paper Mills  of Bennington,  NH 
for their suppor t in this  endeavor. Cover  image:  Glulam Wood Bridge crossing  Montmorency River in Quebec.
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F
ully 80 percent of New England is forested, the highest percentage of any region in the country. Forest cover region-

wide is declining under the relentless pressure of spreading suburban and even rural development, and our remaining 32 

million acres of forest are critical to the region’s future. As New England Forestry Foundation documented in the Path to 

Sustainability just six months ago, New England’s forests support the region’s air and water quality, wildlife habitat and 

recreational opportunities. And we can keep those benefits while doubling harvest of wood for our local needs. 

In this issue of your newsletter, we offer a look at the growing movement to use wood to help us build more beautiful, more healthful, 

less expensive buildings that would lock up climate-changing carbon pollution for centuries—helping maintain our livable climate 

and building momentum for keeping New England forested (see Into the Wood page 6).

Using our forests for urban “plyscrapers” and to make higher quality, less expensive affordable housing, also can help align rural and 

urban audiences around the importance of conserving forests.  New England is not only heavily forested, but also among the country’s 

most densely populated regions, and urban and suburban voters dominate New England states’ politics and markets.  Those of us 

who want to see New England forests protected need that stronger connection between urban voters and the woods. We need that 

connection to conserve places like the East Machias River watershed (see page 5), keeping it both wild and productive forever. Seeing 

the forests of New England as essential to our lifestyle, as a source of goods we need, and as a precious resource, is a key step. 

Our growing work on promoting use of wood in buildings, our role in the Boston Public Market, our support of Harvard’s Wildlands 

and Woodlands Initiative, and our expanding conservation work in western Massachusetts, along the Massachusetts-Connecticut line, 

and in Downeast Maine are all part of building the momentum needed for conserving New England’s forests forever. a
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NEW Staff Members
Betsy Cook joined the NEFF staff this 

January as our Conservation Easement 

Coordinator, filling the gap left by Eben 

Sypitkowski’s departure. Betsy will steward 

NEFF’s existing conservation easements and 

assist with new land protection projects. Betsy’s qualifications 

include a Master of Forestry from Duke University and a 

Bachelor’s degree in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology from 

Cornell University. At the Triangle Land Conservancy in 

North Carolina she served as a Conservation Associate, again 

responsible for easement monitoring among other tasks. She 

also brings years of experience with the Appalachian Mountain 

Club hut system.  A native of the Northeast, Betsy grew up in 

Northern Connecticut and Central Maine. Betsy may be reached 

at bcook@newenglandforestry.org

Dawn Powers also joined the staff in January 

as our Staff Accountant.  Dawn has been 

involved with NEFF since 2013 and will be 

a great asset to NEFF’s financial efficiency.  

She brings extensive experience in public 

accounting as well as for Home Health VNA, a non-profit 

home health organization.  Dawn holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

Accounting from Franklin Pierce University and is a native of 

Lowell, MA, where she lives with her husband and daughter. 

Dawn may be reached at dpowers@newenglandforestry.org.

Please feel free to join us in extending a warm welcome to both 

Betsy and Dawn -- they will be glad to hear from you! a

New England Forestry Foundation on the Move
Early into 2015, NEFF is already in motion.  We have several 

new innovative projects and initiatives that we’re excited 

about.  One is our involvement with the Boston Public Market 

(BPM), an idea ten years in the making.  BPM is a new, year-

round, locally sourced public market opening in July 2015 

at Haymarket T station. Styled after famous urban markets 

in Seattle and Philadelphia, BPM will offer a wide array of 

agricultural products grown and produced solely in New 

England.  NEFF will act as a partner to ensure visitors get a 

true taste of the forest, as well as the farm, by incorporating 

forestry and wood products; local food and local wood moving 

forward in tandem. 

Our land conservation team is also on the move.  Working in 

conjunction with the MassConn Sustainable Forest Partnership, 

NEFF is leading a pilot initiative to provide landowners with 

key resources in the long-term conservation and management 

of their land in southern Massachusetts and Northern 

Connecticut.  With early results of our outreach efforts in, 

we are effectively reaching landowners to help them better 

conserve and manage their land. Good news for community 

members, and good news for the New England landscape.

This year, NEFF is also focused on the southern Berkshires 

as a region where there is both important opportunity and 

significant threat.  With the Berkshires’ long history of 

an economy supported by the blend of farming, forestry, 

manufacturing, and culture-based-tourism, it is crucial to 

avoid the trend of forest land being converted for residential 

development. NEFF programs launching this year will advance 

landscape scale forest conservation there and will include 

advanced mapping, conservation planning for landowners,  

and land acquisition to help keep local woodlands healthy  

and a clear part of the Berkshires’ future.  

2015 also marks the 5th anniversary of the Wildlands and 

Woodlands vision, an initiative endorsed by NEFF that calls 

for a 50-year effort to conserve 70 percent of New England as 

forest permanently free from development. 

Through the leadership and commitment of landowners, these 

conserved lands will continue to power the region’s traditional 

land-based economy and provide environmental and social 

benefits for current and future generations. W&W further 

envisions an expanding amount of acreage devoted to local, 

sustainable agriculture, compact development, and local 

communities that adopt sustainable transportation, energy and 

land use policies. Today, W&W is both an inspirational vision 

and a rapidly growing regional initiative to achieve it. a
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“We have made exciting advances in conservation 
thanks to leading partners like NEFF and that 
momentum continues to build as we work to double  
the pace of conservation and sustain the landscapes  
of New England that in turn sustain us.”
Emily Bateson, Highstead Conser vation Director and 
Wildlands and Woodlands Initiative Coor dinator.
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“There’s an awful lot of water and woods, and at first it seems 

like not much else,” says New England Forestry Foundation’s 

Deputy Director Frank Lowenstein, when asked what makes the 

East Machias watershed in Maine so spectacular. “The extent of 

unbroken forest makes you feel like you’re in the Everglades or 

some other extraordinary wilderness. It really wasn’t a surprise 

when we came around a bend, and there was a moose. And then 

the next lake had an eagle flying above us as we paddled in.” 

Lowenstein, as well as members of NEFF’s Board of Directors, 

Executive Director Bob Perschel, Senior Advisor Alec Giffen, 

and staff and board of the Downeast Salmon Federation canoed 

the East Machias River twice this past fall to explore a critical 

conservation opportunity.

About a decade ago, New England Forestry Foundation 

spearheaded the Downeast Lakes Forestry Partnership that 

protected more than 342,000 acres in the region, including the 

headwaters of the East Machias River. NEFF holds working 

forest conservation easements on more than 335,000 acres of 

these lands, and the State of Maine, Downeast Rivers Land 

Trust, and Downeast Lakes Land Trust protect tens of thousands 

of additional acres in the area.  Conservation of only a relatively 

small number of additional parcels could conserve the East 

Machias from its headwaters to the sea. With other partners, 

NEFF is working to achieve this goal, preserving a majestic, 

productive and wild forest, and the river that runs through it. 

The most noticeable feature of the 160,000 acre East Machias 

watershed is its unbroken swath of undeveloped land. Most 

of the watershed is working forest that sustains local jobs. 

The forest frames the river, forming the backdrop for river-

based recreation and helping support a tremendous diversity 

of wildlife. The forest also sustains water quality in the East 

Machias River and its main tributary, Northern Stream. Deep 

sand and gravel deposits under the soil store ground water 

and keep it cold, slowly feeding it into the streams even in 

midsummer, helping the temperatures stay just the way Atlantic 

salmon and many other fish like it. 

That’s why the East Machias is one of only eight rivers in 

eastern Maine that together hold the best hope for the survival 

of the majestic and endangered Atlantic salmon. And the salmon 

is just one of the many diadromous fish species supported by 

the river. These are fish that require access to both the ocean 

and freshwater rivers to complete their life cycle, and include 

alewives, smelt, shad, American eel, and several others. The 

fish are still there because the river has relatively few barriers 

to their movement—like stretches of highly polluted water, 

major dams, or culverts that hang in the air at the downstream 

end. Stream restoration efforts to address remaining barriers are 

under way or planned. 

The East Machias and Northern Stream are also home to a wide 

spectrum of wetlands, ranging from fens to cedar swamps to 

beaver ponds. The wetlands and riparian areas provide habitat 

for many Maine vertebrates including birds, mammals and of 

course, fish. 
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continued, page 11

East Machias Conservation will Preserve and Protect
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Into the 
B Y  K AT I E  D O L A N

Once upon a time, New Englanders used wood from 

their heavily forested hills to build and heat homes, 

barns, and work places. In the 1800s, extensive logging 

denuded much of the region’s rolling landscape. Wooden 

structures gave way to taller steel and concrete buildings, 

especially in cities. In 2015, the region is once again 80 percent 

forested. Six intrepid crusaders seek to increase the use of wood 

in buildings once again, this time in part to protect our forests. 

They extoll wood’s positive physiological effects and describe 

new ways of working with wood that are stronger, faster, less 

flammable, flexible, and better for the environment than other 

building materials. 

In this modern forest fable, a university professor imagines 

a wood building as the crown jewel of her campus, a former 

Congressman seeks carbon sequestration, an urban architect 

cajoles his peers towards timber, an industry expert pushes wood 

construction for affordable housing, and New England Forestry 

Foundation leaders envision ways for the region’s trees to serve 

as a Green Carbon Pump, helping protect both forests and our 

region’s climate. Our crusaders battle building codes, contractor 

biases, budget constraints, supply chain challenges, and public 

misperceptions. Their aspirations are reflected in the story 

of a climate-friendly building on the Amherst campus of the 

University of Massachusetts. 

Peggi Clouston, an Environmental Conservation professor at the 

University of Massachusetts and a structural engineer, begins, 

“Early on, we advocated for the new building to be framed with 

engineered wood. The architects were cautious and concerned 

about cost overruns; but were persuaded to bring in experts for 

a cost estimate. Alas, the wood option came in $2 million above 

a steel frame. We thought a long-term sustainability argument 

would justify the initial cost premium in the $52 million project, 

but budget constraints were paramount. The wood option was 

almost derailed.”

“Then, I was invited to make a general presentation at the Forest 

Forum,” Clouston continues. Former Massachusetts Congressman 

John Olver was in the audience. A few weeks later, Olver 

and Clouston were invited to tour a local lumber mill and the 

Berkshire East ski lodge, recently constructed of heavy timber. 

When Olver learned U-Mass was contemplating a wood and 

concrete composite design for its new building, he went to work. 

Olver says, “Peggi and her colleague Alexander Schreyer gave 

me information about where these buildings had been done; 

what were the good features; what was good for a rural economy, 

Source: “Urban Timber: From Seed to City,” Exhibit  at Boston Society  of Architects’  BSA Space,  2014

WOOD
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In the United States,  constr uction and operations
of buildings are responsible for
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of greenhouse 
gases emitted
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and what were the advantages from a climate point of view. 

These advantages were huge, because the waste from steel and 

concrete is enormous. If you construct a building out of wood, 

you sequester the wood for at least 100 years. Wooden buildings 

of this sort can last a long, long time. A wooden pagoda in Japan 

has been standing for hundreds of years.”  

At one point, Olver stood in the parking lot of a roadside diner, 

advocating for the wood option with a state official. “The official 

was texting on his iPhone and I thought, he is not even listening 

to me.” But, that text message was on its way to a key decision-

maker, paving the way for a plot shift. 

Clouston continues, “Olver was like a life raft. Just when we 

thought all was lost he rescued the wood option through political 

will. His discussions with state officials and university leadership 

led to a $3 million contingency fund for the project being added 

to the state budget. This erased cost concerns and allowed 

university officials to boldly build a demonstration case for 

wood.” Olver adds, “They are excited about doing something new 

-- using heavy timber for structural elements; Cross Laminated 

Timber (CLT) for flooring; and open construction so you can 

see how everything is done. It will be the largest building of 

manufactured wood east of the Mississippi. It could influence 

other projects at UMass, where fifteen additional buildings are 

contemplated. Probably half of them could be wood.”

The 86,000 square foot building will be completed by early 2017 

and house classrooms, computer labs, offices, and a wood shop. 

With a partial green roof and swales, it will achieve a LEED 

Gold, or possibly Platinum, designation. (Based on United States 

Green Building Council standards for creating energy efficient 

and sustainable buildings.) “We’ll combine wood and concrete 

in new ways. We’ll hopefully incorporate local wood into the 

atrium truss and as a finishing material,” explains Clouston, 

adding, “It is important to recognize related innovations: 

construction methods, bamboo and other bio-based materials, 

and computerized modeling and fabrication.” 

During construction, portions of “Urban Timber: From Seed to 

City,” a Boston Society of Architects exhibit, will be displayed. 

Architect Yugon Kim, founding partner of IKD, Associate 

Director of TSKP Architects Boston, and a co-curator of the 

exhibit, explains, “We know timber is a superior structural 

building material. The carbon offset and sustainability benefits 

of wood, which is a renewable resource, make it an ever-relevant 

and timely building material in the urban landscape. Wood 

products are indeed carbon negative. That is, they store more 

than they emit and have the potential to reduce a building’s 

carbon footprint. In all major categories – fossil energy, resource 

use, greenhouse gas emissions, air pollution, and water pollution 

– wood has the least impact compared to steel or concrete. It is 

becoming more difficult to obtain the raw materials needed to 

manufacture concrete and steel; extractive mining further adds to 

deforestation.” 

Kim adds, “Designing the exhibit, we wanted everyone to learn 

to work with, and respect, timber. We met with four fabricators, 

four engineers, and four architects, convincing them to donate 

their time and expertise. They collaborated in an international 

competition for young designers using innovation in timber 

structures. Great new partnerships resulted. The students ended 

continued, next page
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Source: “Urban T imber: From Seed to City ,” Exhibit at Boston Society of Ar chitects’ BSA Space, 2014
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up with a built work for their portfolios; I’m working on other 

timber projects with the fabricators; and a colleague from Nordic 

Structures and I are presenting together with Professor Clouston 

at a conference in the spring.”

“The exhibit illustrates the beneficial physiological and 

psychological aspects of wood,” Kim explains. “A cedar 

installation gives off a pleasant aroma and warms up the 

space. In this modern age, 

as humans go into more 

artificial environments; 

we are more stressed. 

But wood features lend a 

natural element and reduce 

stress. Intuitively we know 

wood has this kind of warmth. As children, we all played with 

wood blocks.” Being surrounded by wood has been shown by 

Japanese researchers to lower blood pressure and heart rates. It 

also reduced anxiety, according to David Fell, a researcher at 

FPInnovations, a not-for-profit forest institute. Skin conductance 

testing (sweat), a direct measure of the sympathetic nervous 

system, suggests a wood environment reduces overall stress and 

the frequency of divergent or stressful thoughts. Another study 

indicates people prefer, and are slightly less stressed, around 

darker wood species than lighter, though both are effective 

stress reducers. Wood, which limits dust and particulates, is 

hypoallergenic. It also moderates humidity, as it absorbs and 

releases moisture.

Kim concludes, “The largest hurdle, both with architects and 

the general public, is concern about the flammability of wood. 

Historically and unfairly, timber was banned from many urban 

areas. Boston’s Fire Code was developed long ago and is archaic; 

it does not address new cladding assemblies [protective exterior 

layers for walls], fire protection systems, and advancements in 

engineered timber products.” 

Marc Rivard, New England Regional Director at WoodWorks, 

is a fellow advocate for wood products. He says, “Mass timber 

products [see glossary of terms] have been expanding wood 

options for many years. CLT is newer to North America – though 

it has been widely used in Europe for the past two decades – and 

is included in the 2015 International Building Code. At least 

three CLT production facilities are under development in this 

country and the use of this product will increase dramatically.” 

Rivard continues, “Tall wooden buildings of nine to fourteen 

stories are completed or underway in Norway, Australia, and 

Canada; a 30-story building (nicknamed a ‘plyscraper’) is 

being considered. These taller structures employ engineered 

wood products. On a weight-to-strength ratio, these products 

match, and in some cases exceed, the performance of reinforced 

concrete. They are fire resistant due to their charring properties. 

They can be designed for high wind and earthquake resistance. 

Engineered woods and heavy timber can also provide high 

acoustic and thermal performance.” 

A licensed structural and professional engineer, Rivard was hired 

to expand wood use in affordable housing projects throughout 

New England. “Many architects are not aware that, under the 

International Building Code, traditional wood-frame buildings 

can be five stories for most occupancies, including residential, 

and six for offices.” He helps design teams navigate building 

codes and provides technical support. Boston’s affordable 

“If we want to see the 
forest stay forest, there  
has to be a market for 
forest products.” 

Alec Gif fen, NEFF

Source: “Urban T imber: From Seed to City ,” Exhibit at Boston Society of Ar chitects’ BSA Space, 2014.   
Wooden bowl-shaped str ucture is called “Cooper ed Column” and is made fr om cross-laminated timber.
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new crop, put it into buildings, and grow again. We could literally 

pump carbon out of the atmosphere, using our existing forests.” 

NEFF is studying the myriad scientific questions and the actions 

— from life cycle carbon accounting, to new building codes to 

regional production facilities for engineered wood, to revised 

government policies — needed to implement this concept. a

Katie Lange Dolan, MFA, MES, and MBA, is a journalist 

and writing instructor. She chairs the Island Press board and 

serves on the boards of the Wildlife Conservation Society and 

Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine. Katie also has 

previously served as Executive Director of St. Joseph’s Hospital 

and of the Eastern New York chapter of The Nature Conservancy.
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housing plan, for example, specifically encourages the use of 

wood to reduce costs and construction time. Affordable housing 

in the city itself, as opposed to the suburbs, offers an additional 

climate benefit by reducing the number of commuting cars. 

Rivard concludes, “The majority of people think cutting 

down a tree is bad for the environment. But, it can actually be 

beneficial, when the forest is managed correctly.” This seeming 

contradiction (dubbed the Wood Use Paradox) confronts New 

England Forestry Foundation leaders every day. Senior Advisor 

Alec Giffen knows local demand for wood motivates landowners 

to preserve forest tracts. And the benefits extend to the 

community. Giffen explains, “Our forests can help us live more 

sustainably, and by using our local forests more we can lower 

our global impact. This means growing more wood, and higher 

quality wood, which means thinking about the whole cycle of 

growth and harvest in the woods, and how to maximize benefits 

for both landowners and all New England residents.” 

In addition to providing jobs, New England’s forests provide 

such benefits as habitat for wildlife, cleaning and cooling the 

air, maintaining pure waters, and climate change resiliency. (See 

NEFF’s Path to Sustainability report.) The use of local wood 

also reduces reliance on timber haphazardly harvested from 

rainforests. Studying these global and regional connections, 

in 2002 a trio of respected researchers concluded, “heavy 

consumption rates by citizens in affluent countries necessitates 

resource extraction elsewhere and sometimes under weak 

environmental oversight.” (Berlik et al. 2002. The Illusion of 

Preservation.) 

NEFF’s Deputy Director Frank Lowenstein looks ahead 30 or 40 

years, when new technology may have freed the economy from 

a dependence on fossil fuels but society still needs to remove 

excessive carbon from the atmosphere. Because the region is 

heavily forested and heavily populated, Lowenstein envisions 

New England’s forests as a massive Green Carbon Pump. “We 

can grow trees, cut them, put the wood into buildings and design 

those buildings so they last much longer, and meanwhile grow a 

Mass or Heavy T imber: Fire-resistant constr uction 
obtained by using lar ge wood str uctural members of  
specified minimum size; wood floors and oofs of specifie  
minimum thickness, and exterior walls of noncombustible  
construction.

Engineered Wood: Prefabricated wood pr oducts, including  
Cross Laminated T imber, Parallel Strand Lumber , Glue  
Laminated Lumber (or Glulam) and Laminated V eneer 
Lumber, for wall, floo , and r oof constr uction.

Cross Laminated T imber (CLT):  A laminated timber panel  
with a minimum of thr ee layers of wood stacked cr osswise  
and fastened with glue, dowels, or nails. CL T may take up  
to 12 times as much wood to pr oduce, but is as str ong 
as steel. I-CL T, constr ucted from interlocking pieces and  
using no glue, is easier to dismantle and mor e readily 
recyclable.  

Hybrid constr uction:  Buildings wher e mass timber  
products ar e combined with steel or concr ete, as in the  
UMass building.

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA):  A calculation of embedded  
carbon emissions and carbon impacts over the life cycle  
of a par ticular material, including its end use or discar d 
in a landfill. For wood, the most common enewable 
building material, an LCA includes the significant carbo  
sequestration that occurs as a for est r egenerates. LCAs  
comparing wood versus steel and concr ete consistently  
demonstrate wood and engineer ed wood pr oducts 
contribute fewer emissions over the long ter m.

Forest Cer tification  The process of cer tifying that wood  
is grown and har vested accor ding to specific standa ds.  
Canada and the United States cur rently produce over  
50 percent of the world’s cer tified wood. In many Ne  
England states, for estr y practices ar e also r egulated by  
legislation on for est cutting, wetlands and river pr otection,  
and endangered species.

Into the Wood 
G L O S S A R Y

Visualization of UMass building      Sour ce: Leers W einzapfel Associates
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$10,000 or mor e
Anonymous (3)
Creighton Narada Foundation
Mr. T imothy A. Ingraham
Maine Community Foundation-  
 NEFF Conser vation  Easement
 Monitoring & Enfor cement Fund
Maine Timberlands 
 Charitable Trust
Wilhelm Merck and Nonie Brady
Nion Rober t Thieriot Foundation
Porpoise Fund*
The Grantham Foundation for the
 Protection of the Envir onment
Weld Foundation

$2,500 - $9,999
Anonymous
Fieldstone Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Car olyn Hotchkiss
Mrs. Joan Ingraham   
 in honor of T im Ingraham
Iorio Charitable Foundation
Jonathan and Judy Keyes
Larsson Danfor th 
 Family Foundation
Sedgwick Family Charitable AG-T A

Generous support from the individuals and organizations listed below has allowed us to continue and expand our efforts to conserve 

the forest landscape and the environmental, social, and economic benefits it supports. Your contributions are greatly appreciated and 

are vital to our success. While we have listed gifts of $100 or more, we want you to know that every gift is important to us and helps 

us fulfill our mission. a

The Compass Fund
The Gilber t Verney Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Whitney A. Beals and Pamela Esty
Mr. and Mrs. Richar d Brockelman
Cherbec Advancement Foundation
Frederica and David Dimmick
FEF Charitable Gift Fund*
Ernest W. Foster , Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Hood
Dave and Anne Marie Kittr edge
Merloyd Ludington Lawr ence
Mr. G. Montgomer y Lovejoy III
Cynthia and Dick Perkins  
 and the Perkins Family T rust
Anne and Rober t Perschel
Mr. and Mrs. Rober t S. Reynolds
 in memor y of Clinton and  
 Elizabeth Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Schley , III
Ruth Kennedy Sudduth Fund*
Hooker and Jane T alcott
The Stifler Family Foundatio
Ann and Brad W allace
Hartley D. W ebster Charitable Fund

Richard and Christine W ellman   
 Charitable Fund*
William Howar d Flowers, Jr . 
 Foundation, Inc.

$500 - $999
Award Fund*
Ms. Janet Baker
Mr. William N. Bancr oft
Berkshire County Employees  
 Local #204
Mr. James M. Coull
Mr. Douglas J. DeAngelis
Charlotte and Charles Faulkner
GE Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Gewir z
Mr. Alexander R. Ingraham
Ms. Pier rette Kelly
Mr. Edward J. Kfour y
Ginger, Brooks and Liz King
    in memor y of Bill King
Mr. Rober t Lawrence
Mr. Sydney Lea and  
 Ms. Robin Bar one
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Lee
David and Cristina Lewis
Mr. Christopher P . Lorenz

Mr. Forest L yford
Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc.
Mrs. Millar d Pryor, Jr.
Henry and Freda Swan
Mr. and Mrs. W . Nicholas Thor ndike
Wirth-Myers Family Fund*

$250 - $499
Anonymous (3)
Timothy and Car olyn Biglow
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander K. Buck, Jr .
Mr. Peter Cr eighton
Ms. Ruth Cutler
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin C. Davis
Mr. Edward J. DeV enne 
 in memor y of Bill King
Kate and Her mann 
 Field Legacy Fund*
Dr. David Foster and  
 Marianne Jor gensen
Jill Friedlander
Mr. Douglas P . Hill and  
 Alexandra T. Breed
Mr. William Hill
Mr. Philias F . Lacasse
The Ted and Connie Lapr es Fund
 at the Community Foundation of

Our Donors   [  N O V E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 1 4  –  J A N U A R Y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 5  ]
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Fred and Ginny Hatch have  
worked with New England  
Forestry Foundation to  
ensure that their land is  
permanently protected,   
and that it will be managed  
under NEFF’s stewar dship 
into the futur e.

Creating Your Forest Legacy
What is a for est legacy? Ecologists talk about for est legacies in ter ms of the str ucture that  
develops in the for est thr ough time—such as a tr ee that dies and then a few years later  
becomes per fect for cavity-nesting bir ds such as woodpeckers. But ther e’s another meaning,  
and in that sense you too can establish a for est legacy . 

With your for est land or financial assets you can c eate a legacy to suppor t the work of New  
England Forestr y Foundation via a wide ar ray of planned giving options. For example, you  
can help conser ve New England for ests by naming NEFF as a beneficia y in your will. And  
other ar rangements could pr ovide you or your loved ones with lifetime income, r educe your  
current income tax liability , or ensur e that other assets pass on to heirs by r educing estate tax  
liability—helping achieve financial security while p otecting the New England landscape for futur e 
generations.

New England For estr y Foundation’s 70-year track r ecord of wise land stewar dship establishes  
that your gift of land or assets will do the most to benefit New England’s fo ests. W e 
already protect mor e of New England than any other nonpr ofit, and we emain committed to  
land conser vation as a key to New England’s sustainable futur e. We hope you shar e that  
commitment, and that you’ll help us keep New England’s for est sustainably managed.  

For more information on cr eating your for est legacy , contact Frank Lowenstein at 978-952-6856  
x119 or flowenstein@newenglandfo estr y.org.
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 North Central Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. E. Christopher Livesay
Mr. Geor ge M. Lovejoy , Jr.
Lupfer-Berseth Gift Fund*
Mr. T imothy W. Mahoney
New England 
 Forestr y Consultants, Inc.
Sedgwick Family Fund Par t B1 at
 the Cleveland Foundation
Steven and Dor othy Sussman
 Charity Fund*
Thompson Family Charitable Fund*
Two Trees Forestr y
Ms. Jacqueline D. V aughan
Nik Waggener
Claire Walton and Eve W aterfall
Mr. Steven A. Whitesell
Mr. Henr y Whittemore

$100 - $249
Anonymous (2)
Richard and Nancy Adams
Lainey and John Alexander
Mr. and Mrs. Rober t J. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Baker , III
Mr. Steven Bakke
Brian Balukonis and Melissa Gee
Mr. Gordon H. Bemis
Mr. and Mrs. John Bemis
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Benoit
Blodgett Forests, LLC
Mr. Stephen Bradley
Mr. Kevin Br eunig
Mr. Rober t R. Br yan
Ms. Ursula Clif f
Jim and Jackie Colthar t
Chris and Molly Cutler
Mr. and Mrs. A. David Davis
Mrs. W illiam Dorsey
Ms. Sandra Eaton
Andrew J. Falender and Jaquelynn
 A. Lenth Charitable T rust*
Mr. and Mrs. H. Kimball Faulkner
Ms. Sabra Field
Carolyn Fine and  
 Jeremiah Friedman
Lisa and Geor ge Foote
Francisco Family Fund*
Mr. and Mrs. W illiam S. Frantz
Ms. Mar garet D. Gibbs
Charleen M. Godleski  
 in memor y of Michael Burke
Fred Gordon
Mark and Hannah Gr oss
Mr. David F. Hayes
Mr. John T . Hemenway
Mr. and Mrs. Ar thur C. Hodges
Ms. Sher ry F. Huber
Hull Forestlands, L.P .
Douglas Ide and Car ol Saunders
Mr. Anthony A. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Dr ew Keown
Ms. Mar y Eliza Kimball
Susan Kirincich
Mr. and Mrs. Rober t F. Klausmeier
Debora and Alfr ed Klein
Mr. Peter W. Krusell
Ms. Holly Langer
Mrs. Emily Lewis

Brian and Sandi Lincoln
Frank Lowenstein and  
 Sher yl Lechner
William M. McDer mott, M.D.
Mr. Ray F. Mer rill
Mr. Ar thur N. Milliken
Moison Ace Har dware
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Moloney
Mr. Ronald Mura
Dr. Shapur and Amy Naimi in   
 memory of William A. King
Ms. Katherine S. Naughton
Mr. Andrew L. Nichols
Mr. Lor rel B. Nichols, Jr .
Ms. Jacqueline Per ry O’Connor
Mr. Richard O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. P .J. O’Rourke
Jonathan and Jessie Panek  
 Family Fund*
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Payne
Judith G. Perley
Ms. Heather Peterson and  
 Dr. Charles DeV inne
Mr. Brett Pierce and 
 Ms. Ker ry Michaels
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Robb
Mr. Neil F . Robbins
Mr. Alan M. Rober tson
Mr. Keith Ross
Peter and V irginia Russell
Mr. Mitch R yerson
Ms. Patricia Sandilands
Fred Silverstein and Robin Right
Ms. Gail Skinner-Brassar d
George and Lelly Smith
Mr. James L. Stead
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Steinglass
Stevenson Family Charitable T rust
Mr. R. Newcomb Stillwell
Ms. Mar y Ann Str eeter
Mr. and Mrs. Rober t Swain
Ms. Elizabeth T aylor
Mr. and Mrs. David W . Tellman
The Constable Foundation
The Stephen F . Quill  
 Family Foundation
Judy Tibbetts
Mr. William T illes
Ms. Judith Tyler
Mrs. Joan R. V aughan 
 in honor of T imothy A. Ingraham
Vermont Equine Riding &  
 Driving Association
Mr. and Mrs. Monte J. W allace
Westford Spor tsmen’s Club, Inc.
Mr. Bancroft R. Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher P . Williams
Mr. Frank Wojciechowski
Mr. Henr y L. Woolsey

*Denotes a fund associated with  
the Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

We have made ever y ef fort to  
accurately list those who have  
made contributions. W e apologize  
for any er rors or omissions and  
hope you will notify us of them.
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In part reflecting the unfragmented forest and the unbroken 

rivers, the East Machias watershed is part of one of the four most 

resilient landscapes in the entire Northeast in the face of climate 

change, according to a recent Nature Conservancy study. 

If the remaining large parcels are left unprotected, the 

forest resources and river ecosystems will be vulnerable 

to degradation. Conservation can help ensure high-quality 

sustainable forest management, and prevent the proliferation 

of camp leases on the land and the gradual conversion of those 

camps to year-round homes. Keeping the land in sustainable 

forest management and open for recreation will help sustain 

ecotourism and forest industry jobs, and will ensure that both 

visitors and local residents have access to the recreational, 

wildlife, and ecological values of the land.  Protecting 

these lands would close a gap in the largest landscape-scale 

conservation effort in Maine and New Bruswick—one that 

NEFF helped to kick into motion more than a decade ago.

Terry Tempest Williams once said, “Wilderness reminds us what 

it means to be human, what we are connected to rather than 

what we are separated from.” This is exactly what NEFF hopes 

to do via the conservation of the East Machias watershed -- to 

form that vital connection that occurs when people experience 

and are inspired by nature. Where families can take a day trip 

canoeing down the river and be thrilled by the sight of a moose 

on the shore. Where a grandfather can take his grandchildren 

and teach them how to fish. Where a mother can take her young 

children to hike and revel in the wild. 

New England Forestry Foundation has a history of protecting 

our region’s wild and productive forests for over 70 years. 

Extending the protection of the East Machias watershed is just 

one way of continuing our heritage, this time by conserving the 

headwaters to the sea. a

East Machias, continued from page 5

“It is an honor to support NEFF’s 
great work in encouraging 
stewardship of our New England 
forests. NEFF is at the hub of 
teaching how the economy, 
the environment and local 
communities can benefit from 
working in close partnership.”
Ruth Kennedy Sudduth
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978.952.6856  •  www.newenglandforestry.org

Peirce Family Forest in Sanbor nton, New Hampshir e — 236 acr es
Peirce Conser vation Restrictions in Berkley & T aunton, Massachusetts — 19 acr e addition

Dorothy and Chester Peirce have conserved more than 2,000 acres in Massachusetts and New 

Hampshire in conjunction with NEFF and the state of New Hampshire. In December, they donated 

a 236-acre tract in Sanbornton, NH to NEFF. A designated snowmobile trail, maintained by a local 

club, traverses the property and the land includes frontage on an unnamed pond at the headwaters of 

Emerson Brook. They also added 19 acres of woodland to the 243 acres of forests and fields under 

NEFF-held conservation restrictions in Berkley and Taunton, MA. We’re grateful to Dorothy and 

Chester for their generous support over nearly 25 years and for their exemplary commitment to forest 

conservation and woodland management.

Fittz Family Memorial For est — Hames Addition in Orange, Massachusetts — 36 acr es

In 2001 NEFF received the 75-acre Fittz Family Memorial Forest as a gift from Jean Hankins in 

honor of her parents, Paul H. and Dorothy L. Fittz. In December, we acquired a 36-acre addition 

through a bargain sale from an abutter, Richard Hames. A hillside dominated by mature hemlock and 

red oak just west of Lake Mattawa, the Hames lot increases the size of the Fittz Forest to 111 acres 

and expands the Chestnut Hill Neighborhood Conservation Area. The land also abuts a parcel of 

the Orange Town Forest. NEFF will be donating a conservation restriction and trail easement to the 

Town of Orange to extend an existing trail network. The purchase was made possible in part through 

a Conservation Partnership grant from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Throne Hill — Kemp W oods Forest in Gr oton, Massachusetts — sale of 85 acr es

The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (DFW) has established a new land protection 

focus area called Throne Hill in the northwestern part of Groton for the purposes of protecting 

rare species habitat and providing public recreational access. DFW approached NEFF last spring 

about a possible purchase of the fee interest in NEFF’s Kemp Woods forest, which is a key piece 

in the planned assemblage of multiple properties. DFW simultaneously acquired an abutting 28-

acre property. Throne Hill, several hundred acres in extent, most of it held by other conservation 

entities, contains a high concentration of vernal pools that harbor several state-listed wildlife species. 

The agency’s goal is to bring as much of Throne Hill as possible under one consolidated wildlife 

management plan. NEFF will put the proceeds of the sale to work protecting more forest land in 

Massachusetts and augmenting the permanent fund.www.fsc.org
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