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D E A R  M E M B E R S  A N D  F R I E N D S ,

I chose a blustery New England Saturday morning for my recent visit to the Boston Public Market – the first city public market in the 

country to feature regionally grown products. After a stop for a hot drink, I wandered through the aisles looking for wood. It didn’t 

take long to spot. The expansive barn-board siding that NEFF helped to source from Hiram Works in southwest Maine creates a 

nostalgic and warm backdrop for many of the vendor-lined walls of the market. 

The other thousand or so visitors that must have coursed through to enjoy the 37 vendor stalls, public spaces, and demonstration 

kitchen area are a diverse urban audience: a growing national demographic that makes important decisions on how much land we 

conserve and how we practice forestry. NEFF’s presence in the market gives us a chance to start making the important connection 

between forests and forestry to people’s daily lives—a core component of our mission, as well as the focus of this winter’s newsletter.   

First, we invite you to take a stroll through Lincoln Davis Memorial Forest with consulting forester Dan Reed. On the walk, Dan 

shares the property’s story. In 1945, when NEFF acquired the forest, it contained 1 million board feet of saw logs (a measurement of 

timber contained in living trees). Today, the property holds more than 5 million board feet, while continuing to provide environmental 

benefits and recreational opportunities. Since 1945, we have harvested 2 million board feet from the woodland to produce sustainably 

sourced wood products. The past 70 years have resulted in an unusual math equation—where else does one minus two equal five? 

These statistics are not unusual in our forest management history, and they tell a rich story that we want to share throughout New 

England communities.

NEFF’s Build It With Wood initiative has another metropolitan storyline to tell, because it focuses on increasing the amount of wood 

in multi-story buildings, making them less expensive to construct and beautiful places to live and work. During a recent Climate 

Week event in New York City, NEFF gathered experts in architecture, engineering, and forest conservation to talk about the future of 

building tall, commercial buildings with wood. This newsletter describes the result, as well as the future of wood as a climate-friendly 

alternative to steel and concrete. This platform and the work that has followed showcases how NEFF is staying true to its original 

mission while also extending its reach and impact.   

As always, New England’s forests are the inspiration for all of our efforts. In this spirit, we asked a few notable forest conservation 

advocates to share their favorite forest-related novels and writings, and we invite you to take a book from our Forest Advocate’s 

Bookshelf. We hope that they will strengthen your connection to New England’s treasured forests. 

Robert Perschel

Executive Director

Forestry Storylines
Connecting Forests, Products, and People

This publication is printed on Monadnock Astrolite PC 100, a third-party certified, 100% post-consumer recycled paper, produced using 100% clean, 
renewable electric power. Astrolite PC 100 is an environmentally responsible choice. Many thanks to Monadnock Paper Mills of Bennington, NH  
for their support in this endeavor.
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I am making my way through NEFF’s Lincoln Davis Memorial 

Forest with Dan Reed, the forester carrying out the current 

harvest on the woodland. Dan has been the consulting forester 

on the property for the past 29 years. We are following a logging 

road, and it is hard to imagine a field in place of the massive 

white pines, maples, and oaks that dominate the landscape. As 

we walk, Dan teaches me about the history of Lincoln Davis, 

and about NEFF’s current harvest on the property.

Lincoln Davis is nestled in the Monadnock Region of Southern 

New Hampshire and boasts a mixed forest of hardwoods 

and conifers, as well as a blueberry patch and wetland area. 

Thinking like a Forester
“150 years ago, if you were standing 
here looking out over the landscape, 
you would be hard pressed to see 
many trees at all. This would have 
been an old field, and it probably 
would have been pretty close to a 
field when New England Forestry 
Foundation first acquired it.”

Dan Reed, one of NEFF’s consulting foresters, explains the current harvest taking place in the Lincoln Davis Memorial Forest. 

continued, next page

B Y  C H A R L I E  R E I N E R T S E N
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Dr. Lincoln Davis of Needham, MA, donated the land to 

New England Forestry Foundation in 1945, marking the 

organization’s first property since its inception in 1944. 

“NEFF revolutionized forest management in New England,” 

Dan explains, “Prior to 1944, landowners would contract with 

mill operators, and they would often come out and remove every 

stick on the property. The founders of NEFF knew there was a 

better way, and so they paved the way for the future of forestry 

in New England.” NEFF’s founders led by example, showing 

that wood can be harvested while protecting the health of a 

forest. 

Dan holds a packet detailing NEFF’s management of the forest 

over the last 70 years, and refers to it frequently to showcase 

the successful management and regeneration of the property. 

When NEFF first acquired Lincoln Davis, the forest contained 

1 million board feet of timber. Today, that number has increased 

five fold. 

Dan has worked with NEFF since 1986, and as we walk through 

the forest he points out past harvest sites. To an untrained 

eye, areas cut 20 years ago appear to have never seen logging 

equipment. 

The current harvest covers 25 acres of the 600-acre property. 

I see a few trees marked for harvest with blue paint, but most 

of the harvesting is already complete. From start to finish, the 

operation will take two weeks. 

I ask Dan what the cut area will look like in five, seven, or 

20 years, and he says, “Let me show you.” We walk past the 

current harvest area, up a small hill, and look down onto a 

thick grove of conifers, ranging from five to 25 feet tall. This 

section of forest was harvested seven years ago, and even Dan 

is impressed at how quickly the forest is growing back. “If 

you really want to get good regeneration for many species, 

you’ve got to make some big openings. Sunlight makes all the 

difference in the world.” 

Dan Reed walks through an active harvest site. The large opening allows sunlight to reach the forest floor, encouraging rapid regeneration. 
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Dan applies forest science principles to meet NEFF’s goals  

for the property, which focus on increasing the quality and 

quantity of wood produced while maintaining the ecological 

value of the forest. 

Practicing and improving forest management techniques 

is central to NEFF’s mission to conserve forests for future 

generations. “Income from forest harvests helps to further 

our work conserving New England’s forests, and the timber 

harvested supports economic activity and jobs in the local 

community,” explains NEFF’s Deputy Director, Frank 

Lowenstein. “Forestry is a way for landowners to generate 

income from their land, making it more economically viable to 

keep land forested.” 

Walking back through the harvest area, I begin to see the small 

clearings in a new way. The forest floor is filled with sunlight, 

which will help seedlings grow. Over the next few years, 

blueberries, raspberries, and tree seedlings will take over the 

harvest area. Saplings will cover the landscape, creating a new 

stand of healthy trees. Wildlife that rely on young forests will 

thrive in the newly created habitat. I now see the landscape 

through the lens of a forester. 

“Foresters have a very different way of thinking,” Dan explains, 

“We tend to think beyond our lifespan without giving it any 

second thought. No, we’re not going to see it, but we know what 

it is going to look like. Some people think that if they’re not going 

to see it, it doesn’t matter to them. Well, it matters to me.” a

A 2008 harvest site in Lincoln Davis Memorial Forest is filled with conifers that have regenerated over the past seven years.
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NEFF’s Debut at Climate Week

High above the bustle of New York City, a large group 

of architects, foresters, and conservationists are held 

spellbound by Michael Green, celebrated Vancouver-

based architect and leading authority in wooden skyscraper 

design. Green is the opening speaker for the Climate Week 

panel event, Sustainable Development Benefits of Building 

with Wood. His energy and passion for this work is captivating. 

Green plays an animation on a projector showing a 102-story 

skyscraper constructed entirely out of wood. In the final frame 

of the animation, the audience recognizes the skyscraper as the 

Empire State Building. With a smile, Michael Green says, “This 

is possible.”

Organized by New England Forestry Foundation, the Global 

Institute of Sustainable Forestry at the Yale School of Forestry 

& Environmental Studies, and Sustainability Practice Network, 

the event convened six panelists to address climate benefits and 

policy implications of using wood in structures that are typically 

constructed with steel and concrete. 

“This panel is part of a global conversation examining the role 

of trees in climate policy,” explains Bob Perschel, Executive 

Director of New England Forestry Foundation, “It brings 

together leaders in architecture, engineering, and forestry to 

raise awareness of the benefits and potential for using wood in 

commercial buildings.”

With the wooden Empire State animation as a backdrop, Michael 

Green opens up the conversation. “We have to shift society’s 

perception of what’s possible, because we haven’t seen a new 

way to build a skyscraper in the past 100 years. It’s tough to 

change the construction industry, but it’s happening.” Green 

projects a picture of the Wood Innovation and Design Centre 

in British Columbia, designed and built by his architecture 

firm. “Imagine a building that’s entirely made of wood... it’s 

beautiful, it’s warm, but most importantly, it has a much stronger 

sustainability story as a renewable resource that sequesters 

carbon. Which, of course, is why we do it.” 

Following Green, New England Forestry Foundation’s panelist, 

Frank Lowenstein, describes forest management as a tool to 

maximize our forests’ climate benefits. “It is widely known that 

our forests remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and 

sequester carbon, providing immense climate mitigation benefits. 

But what if forestry and the building industry could help 

maintain and even enhance the climate benefits of our forests?” 

Lowenstein proposes sustainable forest management as a tool 

to promote forest regeneration while sequestering additional 

carbon in harvested timber. “It takes more energy, and releases 

more greenhouse gases, to produce steel and concrete than it 

does to produce wood,” explains Lowenstein, “The wood itself 

sequesters carbon for the lifetime of the product.” 

Timber in the City
6

B Y  E M I LY  K I N G S T O N

Panelsits L to R- Frank Lowenstein, Patrick Holmes, Michael Deane, Michael Green, Chad Oliver, and Bill Parsons (Roger Platt not pictured).
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The Director of Yale’s Global Institute of Sustainable Forestry, 

Dr. Chad Oliver, pushes the panel’s conversation farther by 

describing additional forest management benefits, including 

increased wildlife biodiversity and reduced forest fire risk. Dr. 

Oliver explains that forests come in many shapes, sizes, and 

ages, and some species, such as the Eastern cottontail rabbit, 

rely on a particular forest type. However, historic land-use has 

favored some forest types over others, while simultaneously 

creating forests that are susceptible to severe wildfires. Forest 

management can restore a varied forest landscape while also 

providing sustainable, renewable wood products. “If we’re really 

interested in our biodiversity,” Dr. Oliver says, “we need to get 

our forests back into a more diverse condition.”

The movement to build with wood in commercial buildings 

is gaining momentum, says Patrick Holmes, Senior Advisor 

to the Under Secretary at the U.S.D.A. Holmes describes the 

two winning projects for the 2015 Tall Wood Building Prize 

Competition. “We’re very excited about each of these projects 

showcasing the architectural potential, as well as the safety and 

opportunity, of building with wood here in the U.S.” Holmes is 

hopeful that the movement to build with wood will strengthen 

the wood product market and provide incentives to keep our 

forests as forests. 

But there are challenges to building commercially with wood. 

Even though engineered wood products such as cross-laminated 

timber are fire-resistant and as strong as steel and concrete, 

building codes limit tall building possibilities. Bill Parsons is the 

National Director of Woodworks, a non-profit that provides free 

education, resources, and support to help build code-compliant 

wood buildings. He explains that creating mid-rise wood 

buildings is completely within code today. “There are lots of 

applications that don’t require you to build the biggest building 

you can imagine.”

Challenges extend beyond code limitations. Roger Platt, 

President of the U.S. Green Building Council, notes that “wood 

does incredibly well in a life-cycle analysis, as long as forests 

are managed properly.” Platt warns against short-sighted forest 

management practices, as well as the consequences of sourcing 

wood products long distances from construction sites. Without 

sustainable forest management, we cannot fully realize the 

benefits of using wood to build. a
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Michael Green’s reimagined design of the Empire State Building.

Build It With Wood
Build It With Wood is a NEFF program designed to increase the 

use of sustainably harvested wood in long-lasting wood buildings. 

The program focuses largely on the building industry due to 

increasing demand and opportunity for wooden mid-rise  

and high-rise buildings. Promoting the use of sustainably 

harvested wood can help support the economies of forest 

dependent communities while protecting critical ecosystem 

services that forests provide. Visit www.builditwithwood.org to see 

examples of wood buildings, and learn how New England’s forests 

are an important part of the global sustainability movement.
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The Forest Advocate’s Bookshelf

If love is the path to conservation, knowledge is the key to 

the gate. In the words of Senegalese environmentalist and 

forestry engineer Baba Dioum, “In the end we will conserve 

only what we love: we will love only what we understand: and 

we will understand only what we are taught.” Being “taught” 

is not limited to what happens within the walls of a classroom. 

It includes walking in the woods, exchanging stories with a 

neighbor, and getting lost in the pages of a book. 

In the spirit of Baba Dioum, we asked NEFF friends to share 

what they have been reading lately. We wanted to know the 

books that hold a special place in their minds, along with the 

writings that have shaped their views and connected them 

to New England’s forests. Several forest advocates mention 

inspiration from Aldo Leopold’s classic A Sand County 

Almanac, but otherwise their suggestions are notably diverse, 

ranging from novels to naturalist’s guides. We invite you to take 

a book off of our “Forest Advocate’s Bookshelf,” and join our 

classroom in the woods. a

Katie Dolan, MBA, MES, and MFA, an environmental 

writer, is Chair of the Island Press board and a trustee of the 

Wildlife Conservation Society. She previously served in senior 

management positions in health care and conservation.

B Y  K AT I E  D O L A N

George Appell, PhD; 
an anthropologist who 
conducted fieldwork 
in Borneo with his 
late wife, Laura, now 
devotes his time to 
a collaborative effort 
to preserve Maine’s 
woods and compiling a 
collection of essays for 
the Borneo Research 
Council. 

Karen Tilberg, Deputy 
Director at the Forest 
Society of Maine, is  
passionate about 
forests, poetry, wild 
places, Maine history, 
flyfishing, and  
bee keeping.

The Moth Snowstorm: 
Nature and Joy (Michael 
McCarthy), a combination 
memoir/natural historybook 
by a British journalist, 
explores our genetic 
propensity to find joy in 
nature. Recalling warm, 
humid summer evenings 
when moths appeared like 
a cloud of snowflakes in the 
car headlights, McCarthy 
laments the loss of 
abundance and explores the 
impact of a changing world. 

English Creek by Ivan Doig 
describes a Montana family 
in the 1930s. The father is 
a forester, and Karen says 
the novel paints a picture 
of “how communities can 
be decimated by boom 
and bust economies,” 
teaching lessons about the 
importance of community 
and character. 

Sacred Ecology (Fikret 
Berkes); Asserting Native 
Reliance: Pacific Rim 
Indigenous Nations Face the 
Climate Crisis (Grossman 
and Parker, ed.); Science, 
Scientific American, and 
Oryx publications.

Hidden in the Woods: The 
Story of Kokad-jo (Shirley 
Duplessis); The Founding 
Fish (John McPhee); works 
by Robert Frost; Mary Oliver; 
Wendell Berry, Barbara 
Kingsolver, Gary Lawless, 
Franklin Burroughs, and EO 
Wilson.

Forest Advocate Featured Selection Bookshelf
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Charles (Chip) Collins, 
principal of The 
Forestland Group and 
a NEFF board member, 
is an avid fly fisherman, 
mountain biker, and 
cross country skier.

Whitney Beals, NEFF’s 
Director of Land 
Protection, savors 
snowshoeing or skiing, 
especially during a 
snowstorm: “There’s 
something magical 
about the silence, the 
dampening of sounds.” 
When he returns and 
warms up by the fire, 
these are some of his 
favorite selections.

Elise Tillinghast, 
Executive Director at 
The Center for Northern 
Woodlands Education 
and Publisher of 
Northern Woodlands 
magazine, has worked 
with NEFF on two recent 
publications on the 
current Boston Public 
Market Project. She 
enjoys long walks in her 
conserved woodlot.

Tom Wessels, 
ecologist, professor and 
author of several books, 
including Reading the 
Forested Landscape, 
loves tromping through 
the woods  and studying 
forest forensics.

The Last Unicorn by Bill 
deBuys chronicles a 
journey into remote central 
Laos to find a saola, the 
first large land mammal 
discovered in fifty years.

American Canopy: Trees, 
Forests, and the Making 
of a Nation by Eric Rutkow 
outlines the crucial role 
played by trees in American 
history. Rutkow reminds 
us, “The trees and forests 
are not passive actors… 
they channel our collective 
behaviors and influence the 
way we think. The smell of 
pine needles, the crunch 
of autumn leaves...are all 
reminders that we are a 
part of nature.”

Go with Me by Castle 
Freeman Jr. is a 
“somewhat dark, often 
funny novel” set in a 
small Vermont town, 
where logging is the way 
of life. A Vermont native, 
Freeman weaves his 
intimate knowledge of 
Vermont’s landscape and 
culture throughout the 
novel.

Giants in the Land 
by Diana Applebaum 
and Michael McCurdy 
is a children’s book 
about logging huge old 
growth pine for masts. 
Wessels describes, “The 
illustrations of the oxen 
teams needed to skid the 
logs are quite compelling.”

The Sixth Extinction 
(Elizabeth Kolbert); Control 
of Nature (John McPhee); 
Reeling in Russia  
(Fen Montaigne).

The Big Burn (Timothy 
Egan); Northern Woodlands 
magazine; publications 
by Massachusetts Fish 
and Wildlife, the Society 
of American Foresters, 
and Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology. 

New England Prospect 
(William Wood); More Than a 
Woodlot (Steve Long); Spring 
Snow (Castle Freeman 
Jr.); Bugs Up Close (John 
Hallmén);  The Outside 
Story series by Northern 
Woodlands magazine; 
Vermont Center for 

Ecostudies Outdoor Radio, 
Blog, and Newsfeed; works 
by Peter Forbes, Ted Levin, 
and Bernd Heinrich. 

A Sierra Club Naturalist’s 
Guide to Southern New 
England (Neil Jorgensen); 
The Northern Forest (David 
Dobbs and Dick Ober); North 
Woods (Peter Marchand); 
Trees: Their Natural History 
(Peter Thomas); The Nature 
of New Hampshire (Dan 
Sperduto and Ben Kimball).

Forest Advocate Featured Selection Bookshelf
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New Opportunities for Forest Conservation 
Forests form the core of New England Forestry Foundation’s 

work. All our activities aim to improve forest health and ensure 

that New England remains forested forever. NEFF currently 

owns 26,726 acres, where we demonstrate the benefits of 

sustainable forestry, including recreational opportunity, 

improved water and air quality, and wildlife habitat. 

 

This year we’re working to secure two new additions to 

NEFF’s network of community forests: one in the Squam Lake 

Watershed, and the other in Coastal Connecticut. 

The property in the Squam Lake Watershed offers spectacular 

views of Squam Lake and the surrounding mountains. NEFF 

is partnering with Squam Lakes Conservation Society and 

Squam Lakes Association to secure the land by the end of the 

year, ensuring permanent protection and public access. 

On the Connecticut coast of Long Island Sound, NEFF 

is working with the Town of East Lyme and the State of 

Connecticut to protect 166 acres that encompasses the 

headwaters of the Niantic River. Keeping this land forested 

will help protect water quality in the Niantic and nearby Long 

Island sound, and it will also contribute to the growing amount 

of public hiking trails in the region. 

Private donations make these acquisitions possible, and your 

gifts will be leveraged by funds from partners and public 

agencies. As the end of the year approaches, we hope you’ll 

consider a contribution to New England Forestry Foundation 

using either the enclosed envelope or our website, www.

newenglandforestry.org. Thank you for helping us conserve 

forests for future generations.

— Frank Lowenstein, Deputy Director a 

View from Whitten Woods, New Hampshire.
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Harris Reynolds Society

$10,000 or more
Anonymous (3)
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Mr. Timothy A. Ingraham
Maine Community Foundation-
 NEFF Conservation Easement
 Monitoring & Enforcement Fund
Jim and Betsy Nichols
Todhah Hill Foundation
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Weld Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Robert and Shirley French
Judy Buechner Advised Fund*
Morgan Palmer Charitable Fund 
 at The Boston Foundation
New England Forestry Foundation
 Fund at The Boston Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Butler Conservation Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Collins
FEF Charitable Gift Fund*
Virginia and Rick Harnden
Howard Wellman Fund of the 
 Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Mr. Sydney Lea and 
 Ms. Robin Barone
King Spruce Company
Ms. Martha Klein
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Meiklejohn
Mr. Edward N. Perry and 
 Ms. Cynthia W. Wood
Hooker and Jane Talcott

$500 - $999
Albion Fletcher Charitable Gift Fund
 at Schwab Charitable Fund
Edith C. Crocker Charitable Trust
Gary Tuthill Charitable Fund*
Haven Trust
Ms. Alice W. Ingraham
Ann and Mike Johnson
Michael E. Lechner MD
McEver Foundation*
Microsoft Corporation
Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc.
Quality Graphics, Inc.
Moira Shanahan and 
 Michael Friendly
Thomas and Jackie Stone
Henry and Freda Swan

Generous support from the individuals and organizations listed below has allowed us to continue to expand our efforts to conserve the 

forest landscape and the environmental, social, and economic benefits it supports. Your contributions are greatly appreciated and are 

vital to our success. While we have listed gifts of $100 or more, we want you to know that every gift is important to us and helps us 

fulfill our mission. a

$250 - $499
Mr. Emory W. Ackley
Nathaniel S. and 
 Catherine E. Coolidge
Mr. Daniel Dolgin and 
 Ms. Loraine Gardner

$100 - $249
Anonymous
Maura and Larry Barstow
Mrs. Philip C. Beals
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Benoit
Mr. Klaus Biemann
Mrs. Barbara A. Campbell
Ms. Jane Chrisfield
Ms. Andrea Colnes
Richard and Amy Coveno
Cox & Company, Inc.
Dr. Charles K. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. A. David Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony DiCenzo
F W Environmental Services Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. H. Kimball Faulkner
Mr. Albion R. Fletcher, Jr.
Allan and Judy Fulkerson

Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Funch
Mr. Steven N. Goodspeed
Fred Gordon
Mr. Mark Gosnell
Mr. John T. Hemenway
Mr. and Mrs. Peter K. Hepler
Mr. Samuel Ingraham
James N. and Jane B. Levitt 
 Charitable Fund at the Greater 
 Kansas City Community 
 Foundation
Mr. Paul L. Kendall and 
 Ms. Sharon K. Rives
John C. Kerecz, D.D.S.
Mr. Karl H. Klasson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Lawrence
Ms. Elinor B. Lea
George Lewinnek
Mr. David Marcus
Marcus Family Charitable Trust
Dr. and Mrs. Charles H. 
 Montgomery
Seanan Murphy
Ms. Jacqueline Perry O’Connor
Mr. John L. Occhialini

Our Donors [  M AY  1 ,  2 0 1 5  –  O C T O B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 1 5  ]
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On October 20th, NEFF’s Development Manager Penny Flynn celebrated her 20th year 

with New England Forestry Foundation. “We are so fortunate to have Penny at NEFF. 

She’s played an integral role in so many ways, most importantly in building and sustaining 

relationships with our supporters,” said Bob Perschel. Reflecting on 20 years, Penny recalls that 

it was Bill King who recruited her to the organization. “I’ve always been proud of New England 

Forestry Foundation’s work,” Penny says. While she has accumulated many fond memories over the 

years, Penny especially remembers the Pingree Project, when NEFF’s supporters, Board, and staff 

worked tirelessly to achieve a tremendous conservation success. Cheers to 20 years, Penny! a

NEFF Celebrates 20 Years with Penny Flynn

Judith G. Perley
Ms. May Pierce
Pippin Tree Land Trust
Michael T. Rivard
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Rodman
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Root
Ms. Patricia Sandilands
Ms. Clare Brett Smith
George Stalker and Jean Keskulla
Mr. James L. Stead
The Norfolk & Dedham Group
Henry and Irene Thompson
Dr. and Mrs. Peter V. Tishler
William G. Constable 
 Charitable Foundation*
Ms. Joyce W. Williams
Susan and Michael Wolfe

*Denotes a fund associated with 
the Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

We have made every effort to 
accurately list those who have 
made contributions. We apologize 
for any errors or omissions and 
hope you will notify us of them.
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Kieve-Wavus Education, Inc., Jefferson, Maine -- conservation easement on 48 acres 

Thanks to the vision and persistence of two generations of Camp Kieve directors, Punk 

Point, a small promontory located across a narrow cove from the camp, is under permanent 

protection.   After eight years of negotiations, the camp purchased the land in 2012 to head 

off development threats.  NEFF now holds a conservation easement on 48 of the property’s 

52 acres, with Kieve retaining the right to maintain and replace the existing structures on four 

acres for use in its education programs.  The land under easement includes two small islands 

and 8,840 feet of shore frontage on Damariscotta Lake.  It also connects to a working farm 

and woodland owned by the Maine Farmland Trust.

Sudbury Valley Trustees, Boylston, Massachusetts -- conservation restriction on 46 acres

In 2014, Sudbury Valley Trustees (SVT), a regional land trust that has been protecting 

land in the Concord River watershed since the 1950s, received a Massachusetts Landscape 

Partnership Grant Program award to protect 504 acres of farm and forest land in the towns 

of Boylston, Northborough, and Berlin.  As part of the larger assemblage, SVT purchased 

the 46-acre Brissette family woodlot and subsequently donated a permanent conservation 

restriction to NEFF.  The new SVT land lies close to NEFF’s 206-acre Rocky Pond 

Community Forest at the southern end of the Tri-Town Project area.  The woodlot also abuts 

conservation land owned by the Town of Berlin. 

Donaldson Family Partnership, Palmer, Massachusetts -- conservation restriction on 97 acres

More than six years after the project began, NEFF now holds a permanent working-forest 

conservation restriction on 97 acres of riparian woodland located on the west bank of the 

Ware River in the town of Palmer.  The project is the result of an innovative collaboration 

between the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) and the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS).  MassDEP required habitat mitigation as part of the 

remediation of a nearby Superfund site that had contaminated wetland resources used by 

migratory birds.  Elizabeth Donaldson was willing to sell a conservation restriction to protect 

her property from development.  The land provides suitable migratory shorebird habitat, 

and FWS provided funds in accordance with a federal court consent decree and subsequent 

Superfund site restoration plan.


