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Dear Members and Friends,

Forests Work! – A Remarkable and Renewable Natural Resource

Every day each of us consumes approximately four pounds of wood! This

amazing statistic reflects the seemingly endless number of ways we use wood—

for heat, houses, furniture, floors, paper, pencils, boxes, fences, signs, even

toothpaste.  These everyday benefits alone demand that we insure this impor-

tant resource is sustained.

Winter is the prime season for harvesting timber in New England as the cold

weather sets in and the ground freezes.  In keeping with the season, we focus

this issue of our newsletter on using and sustaining our wood resource.  In these

pages you will read about the need for forests as part of local “self-sufficiency,”

and more broadly about using our New England wood versus wood from overseas.

Green certification and promoting biomass heat are also featured in these pages.

With a commitment to both maximizing conservation and supporting local econo-

mies, the promotion and demonstration of sustainable forest management lies

at the core of our work.  It distinguishes us from most conservation organizations

and it poses our greatest challenge.  Getting people to understand that cutting

trees in a responsible way is good will take unrelenting effort.  It is an effort to

which we are unequivocally committed.

Your partnership with New England Forestry allows us to advocate and demon-

strate responsible land use management despite the challenge of this task.  We are

indebted for your support and pledge to do everything we can in being a voice for

sustainable forestry. What would we possibly do without this renewable resource?

Thank you!

Timothy A. Ingraham Lynn W. Lyford

President Executive Director

Forest Facts—

The Significance of Wood

and Forests Today

• Each year the average tree inhales

26 pounds of CO2 and exhales enough

O2 for a family of four.

• Nearly 50% of the dry weight of a tree is

carbon.  Overly mature trees, however,

will release carbon into the atmosphere,

underscoring the importance of harvesting

mature trees.

• Wood is the perfect green material—

when it is harvested and made into

a product, the carbon is stored for long

periods of time, helping to offset and

reduce greenhouse gases.

• It takes less energy to make products

from wood than other materials.  Products

from aluminum, glass, plastic, cement,

or brick can require as much as 126 times

more energy than making them from wood.

• Ninety-four percent of all new homes

are built with wood frames and an

average single-family home contains

over 16,000 board feet of lumber.

• Renewable energy generated by forest

products exceeds all of the nation’s solar,

wind, and geothermal energy combined.

• New England’s forests contribute

$13 billion annually to the local and

regional economies, sustaining over

50,000 jobs in the woods, mills, and

supporting services.

Sources—

U.S. Department of Commerce,

The American Forest & Paper Association,

and the American Wood Council
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This publication is printed on Monadnock Astrolite PC 100, a third-party certified

100% post-consumer recycled paper, produced using 100% clean, renewable electric

power. Astrolite PC 100 is an environmentally responsible choice. Many thanks to

Monadnock Paper Mills for their support in this endeavor. Our newsletters are produced

entirely in-house by the staff of New England Forestry Foundation.
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F
orests are essential to the function and well-being of life on earth.  They provide a renewable natural resource from

which fuel, shelter, food, and other products are secured.   With a burgeoning population increasing the demand for

forest products worldwide, there is a growing need to manage forests wisely and responsibly.

Sustainable forestry can be defined as the practical application of scientific, economic, and social principles to sustain the

forest and all of its components. More specifically, it seeks to enhance the long-term health of forest ecosystems while

meeting the environmental, economic, social, and cultural needs of present and future generations.

Sustainable forestry seeks to enhance the long-term health

of forest ecosystems while meeting the environmental, economic,

social, and cultural needs of both present and future generations.

Americans consume an average of four pounds of wood per day. Public and private U.S. forestlands provide most of

the wood we need.  As the demand for forest products increases, it has created momentum for certification programs

that help consumers make responsible choices.  By seeking out products from forests that are managed sustainably,

consumers help offset demand for wood products from parts of the world where forestry remains unregulated.

Wood is a truly renewable and biodegradable resource, which constructs and warms our homes, makes our paper, and enriches

our lives.  Sustainable forest management is critical in ensuring this resource is available for generations to come.

Enriching New England’s Forests
through Sustainable Management



N
ew England Forestry Foundation subscribes to both the Forest Stewardship Council™ (FSC®) and American Tree

Farm System® (ATFS) principles of responsible forest management.  All of New England Forestry Foundation’s

community forests are “green certified” under these certification programs.  While these certifications provide

third party assessment of our forest management practices, it is also important that we understand the certification pro-

grams that are available so that we can advise landowners.

All of New England Forestry

Foundation’s community forests

are “green certified” under the

Forest Stewardship Council™

and American Tree Farm System®

principles of responsible

forestry management.

Organizations that develop these systems have

to stay abreast of the latest information and sci-

ence for all the categories of activities they cer-

tify.  Through the certification process, organi-

zations such as New England Forestry Foundation pass these new developments on to landowners.  Landowners also

manage their forest better when they have peer reviews from across the spectrum of activities and topics important in

forest ownership.  Peer recognition and pride also accrues from certification.

The American Tree Farm System® is the largest and oldest forest certification program in America and is celebrating its

70th birthday this year.  New England Forestry Foundation has been affiliated with this system since 1955.  This model

of forest certification is geared for the non-industrial woodland owner.  The certification process is straightforward:  an

application is submitted to American Tree Farm along with an agreement to uphold the certification requirements and a

written forest management plan.  A random, third-party audit is conducted from time-to-time to assure “on-the-ground”

forest management practices are held to the highest standards.  The prevalence of this certification system in New

England is seen by the American Tree Farm signs on wood lots dotting the region.

FSC® certification is a relatively new certification system that was introduced to the United States 11 years ago.  New

England Forestry Foundation was one of the first organizations to subscribe.  FSC® began as part of the World Wildlife

Fund and has operated on a global basis since its inception.  Currently, 304 million certified acres are enrolled in its

program worldwide—31.5 million of these acres are located in the United States.

Forest Certification 101:

N E W  E N G L A N D  F O R E S T R Y  F O U N D A T I O N

What It Means to Be Green
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The Deland family has a long tradition of conservation and green forest management practices.  During the 1990’s,

the family generously donated the Deland Memorial Forest and several conservation easements to New England

Forestry Foundation, totaling 1,122 acres in New Boston, Lyndeborough, and Francestown, New Hampshire. The

Deland forests have been certified by American Tree Farm, the oldest green certification program in the nation, for

over 20 years.

Dennis McKenney, our forester from New England

Forestry Consultants, manages the Deland forests

and describes the many benefits of participating

with American Tree Farm certification.  “Forests with

this designation are formally recognized for their

high sustainable management standards and they

provide enhanced wildlife habitat for threatened and

endangered species, enhanced water quality, out-

door recreation venues, and a sustainable timber

resource.  In some states, landowners may also

qualify for tax incentives, as local governments re-

alize the public value of certification within their com-

munities,” says Dennis.

Another benefit of American Tree Farm certification

is the premium end-user market for certified wood

products.  The Deland Forest provides wood re-

sources regionally—and globally. Oak and white

pine convert into high-end wood paneling, shelving,

window and door trim; pulpwood is made into pa-

per; and wood chips become wood pellet fuel. The

final distribution ranges from a high-end office in

downtown Boston to product shipments around the

world.  Best of all, certified wood is a local, renew-

able resource that helps forests and economies

flourish.

The Deland Memorial Forest—
A Family Tradition in Conservation and Certification

FSC® certification has more stringent guidelines that are oriented to the large landowner—generally 10,000 acres or

more.  FSC® requires an annual verification audit which takes one full field day, and a five-year, full-system audit which

requires two full field days.  Each audit requires days of preparation.

Visibility of the FSC® logo is increasing.  Major market catalogs, non-profit organization materials, and lumber sellers are

displaying the FSC® logo. “Green” certifications validate New England Forestry Foundation’s and other landowners’

responsible and sustainable forestry practices.  From a social perspective, the responsibility is on the consumer to make

the right product purchase choice.  These market-driven mechanisms are still in a formative phase.  The hope is that over

time these mechanisms will drive consumers to make better decisions that ultimately benefit the environment and society.

Photo by Kari Post
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Forest Myths & Facts

Myth: A natural forest supports more ecological diversity than a managed forest.

Fact: Managed forests, even those with some clearcutting, often produce more biodiversity than completely

natural forests, according to U.S. Forest Service studies in the Lake States and New England.

Even tree farm plantations contain a rich mosaic of plant and animal life.

Myth: Forest management harms wildlife.

Fact: Forest management helps wildlife. Forest management creates openings that stimulate the growth of

food services—which is the prime reason why forest species such as elk, deer, turkey and antelope

are far more plentiful today.

Myth: We're running out of old growth trees in our ancient forests.

Fact: In the U.S. today there are 13.2 million acres of old growth, i.e., large trees 200 years of age or older.

The vast majority of these trees—comprising an area the size of New Jersey and Massachusetts

combined—will remain in their natural condition and will never be harvested due to legal and regulatory

prohibitions on logging, road building and even fire fighting.

Myth: Clearcutting, the practice of harvesting most trees in a given area, destroys the forest.

Fact: Clearcutting is a sound practice that benefits future forests. By mimicking natural wildfires,

clearcutting is widely recognized by forest scientists and even by conservation groups such as the

Environmental Defense Fund, American Forests, and the Society of American Foresters as an

ecologically sound technique for reforesting many softwood species. That's because conifer seedlings

typically require sunlight from an open canopy and cannot survive in shade.

Source:  The University of Georgia, Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources
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H
ave you ever watched a dog drop its treat to grab the one tossed to another dog

and thought, “Silly dog, what’s wrong with the one you’ve got?” Closer to the point,

have you watched the jobs and opportunities flow out of our rural communities

and wondered what those communities have that can bring them back? And while your

mind is on grim thoughts, have you wondered how the demands of our consumption-driven

society can be sustained by our increasingly compromised globe? It’s enough to almost

spoil a nice walk in the woods. But a nice walk in the woods might just reveal some answers.

Those of us that spend a fair amount of time walking in the woods are aware of the great

diversity of forest types throughout New England. Equally diverse are the benefits that

those forests can provide. The one that played a huge role in the development of the New

England economy—forest products—has waxed and waned since colonial times and is now on the brink of waning

away. Unlike the decades that followed “sheep fever” when the landscape was mostly cleared for pasture, the current

decline in the forest products economy is occurring while trees in our forests are becoming over crowded.

Since we continue to use more forest products per capita than most people

in the world, why aren’t we using our own instead of grabbing someone else’s?

Since we continue to use more forest products per capita than most people in the world, why aren’t we using our own

instead of grabbing someone else’s? There are many reasons, often the same reasons most of the resources we use are

imported. The result, though, isn’t good for their forests and it isn’t good for ours either. The exploitation of natural

resources that built our global economy has subsequently destroyed many local ones, as well. The converse can also be

true. The lack of environmental regulations throughout much of the global forest has lead to their decline while the lack

of sustainable management of our own leads to the decline of ours.

“What is sorely needed,” reports the Harvard Forest publication, Wildlands and Woodlands, “is a widespread culture

of stewardship that encourages sustainable forestry to spread across the landscape and make it economically viable.”

We have the opportunity in New England to sustainably  manage our forests, provide incentives for private forestland

owners to keep their land in forest, and rebuild the rural economy. We can take responsibility for our own consumption

by management and conservation of our own forests.  As a society we should recognize the breadth of forest values,

both locally and around the globe. We don’t have to be that silly dog that drops its own treat to grab another’s.

Dicken Crane is a member of the Wildlands & Woodlands Conservation Project’s Leadership Team. He manages Holiday Brook

Farm in Dalton, Massachusetts with 1,300 acres of conserved forest and agricultural land owned by himself and his three

siblings. The farm produces logs and firewood for local markets, as well as compost, vegetables, and meat for the local

community. Dicken is a board member of several conservation and forestry organizations including the Massachusetts Environ-

mental Trust, Massachusetts Forestland Owners Association, and the Center for Northern Woodland Education.

Silly Dogs & Sustainable Forestry:
Making the Case for Local Forest Products

B Y  C O N T R I B U T I N G  W R I T E R ,  D I C K E N  C R A N E



Forests and the Triple Bottom Line:
People, Profit, and Planet

A N  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  R U P E R T  G R A N T H A M ,

O W N E R ,  W A L D E N  F O R E S T  C O N S E R V A T I O N
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R upert Grantham—New England Forestry Foundation board member, forester, conservator, and sustainable forest

visionary. New England Forestry Foundation staff talked with Rupert to share his views on sustainable forestry trends

for the future—and the future looks bright.  As Rupert says, “Sustainable forestry is the ticket to a sustainable triple bottom

line, one that impacts people, profits, and the planet, providing societal, economic, and environmental benefits for all.”

During the past ten years, Rupert has had many life and work experiences involving forestry.  After graduating from the

University of Vermont with a B.S. degree in Environmental Studies with a concentration in Forest Management, he

practiced aspects of forestry both near and far—in Paraguay, New Zealand, Tennessee, Vermont, and at New England

Forestry Foundation.  He is currently the owner of Walden Forest Conservation in Westport, Massachusetts and in

December he will complete his MBA in Managing for Sustainability from Marlboro College in Vermont.

Rupert’s vision is to strengthen and create new markets for local, renewable forest-based products.  He believes

business models can be achieved to make local, working forests more profitable and productive while enhancing the

environment, too.  New England has some of the most forested states in the country; why not use more of our local

wood rather than importing it?



New England Forestry Foundation Receives Grant
to Provide Local, Biomass Products for Residential Heating

W I N T E R  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 1 1

7

New England Forestry Foundation was recently awarded a USDA grant

to help stimulate the wood biomass supply chain in Western Massachu-

setts.  This grant will allow us to hire a full-time employee to coordinate and

develop a wood biomass supply chain for low-income fuel heating assistance

programs.  By partnering with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and local

community action groups, we hope to promote local, sustainable wood biomass

energy.  This project embodies the “sustainability” ethos and we are excited

about the opportunity to serve the people of Western Massachusetts in meeting

their energy, forest health, and economic needs.

The recent Biomass Sustainability and Carbon Policy Study published by the Manomet Center for Conservation

Sciences in 2010 highlights the benefits of wood biomass for thermal energy applications.  European countries like

Austria, Germany, Italy, and Denmark already have transitioned a substantial portion of their residential heating

systems to wood-pellet heating.  Wood biomass thermal energy is economically, socially, and environmentally

sustainable.  A sustainable wood biomass supply chain will provide forest landowners a revenue stream for low-value,

woody material and allow them the opportunity to enhance the health and value of their forest resource.  What’s

more, renewable biomass energy will help reduce dependence on foreign oil imports and stimulate local jobs and

rural economies.

Sustainable forestry is the ticket to a sustainable triple bottom line,

one that impacts people, profits, and the planet,

providing societal, economic, and environmental benefits for all.

“There is a great bit of interest in local forestry.  Local forest products are very much linked to the ‘buy local’ agricul-

tural movement—they are the same concept.  In both cases, the products are harvested by smaller companies with

sustainable practices.  The local economic effect is big and it also benefits land conservation.  There is a lot of energy

with this movement right now,” says Rupert.

Rupert’s vision is to realize the broad notion of sustainability and local “self-sufficiency,” meaning communities produce

and provide more of the basic needs from their land, thereby increasing local jobs from the land, as well.  A  range of

local forest products can be harvested including wood for fuel, paper, fiber, and lumber. Other items include edible

mushrooms, honey products, wreaths and ornamental cuts, and medicinal and herbal remedies made from trees and

woodland plants.

The challenge is establishing the infrastructure to meet this goal.  Land needs to be conserved instead of developed—

and then it must be utilized as a working forest, as opposed to lying dormant.  Forest landowners need to manage their

land with best practices while nurturing the environment.  Marketing and networking systems need to be established so

there is a framework to connect consumers with wood product producers.

“The ‘buy local’ trend is growing and there is tremendous desire to make it even stronger.  We need to educate

landowners and consumers alike about the need and benefits of a local, sustainable economy—and part of this vision

can be achieved through sustainable forestry,” adds Rupert.
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Mr. Alexander S. Guida III
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Fred Heyes
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Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Howland
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John Isham, Ph.D.
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Mr. and Mrs. James W. Karner

Mr. and Mrs. Drew Keown
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Montgomery

Mr. Todd M. Mower

Nancy and George Mumford

Mr. Andrew L. Nichols

Mr. Lorrel B. Nichols, Jr.

Ms. Jacqueline Perry O’Connor

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Oliver

Joachim and Susan Preiss

Mr. Neil F. Robbins

Mr. Thomas Rochette

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy D. Rosson

Sam Shine Foundation Inc.

Mr. Francis W. K. Smith

Mrs. Anne G. St. Goar

Ms. Elizabeth Taylor

Mr. John A. Twombly

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Van Alstyne

Mr. and Mrs. John Warren

Emerson and Beverly White

Mrs. Carol Whitehead

Mr. and Mrs. C. Martin Wood

 * denotes a fund associated

with the Fidelity Charitable

Gift Fund

Foundation Grants

Bafflin Foundation

Cherbec Advancement

Generous support from the individuals and organizations listed below has allowed us to continue and expand our efforts

to conserve the forest landscape and the environmental, social, and economic benefits it supports. Your contributions are

greatly appreciated and are vital to our success. While we have listed gifts of $100 or more, we want you to know that

every gift is important to us and helps us fulfill our mission.

[ M A Y  1 ,  2 0 1 1  -  O C T O B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 1 1 ]

Our Donors
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Foundation

The EnTrust Fund

Fields Pond Foundation, Inc.

The Gilbert Verney Foundation

The Grantham Foundation

for the Protection

of the Environment

Maine Community Foundation-

NEFF Conservation

Easement Monitoring &

Enforcement Fund

New England Forestry

Foundation Fund

at The Boston Foundation

The Wapack Foundation

William P. Wharton Trust

Government Grants

Massachusetts Cultural Council

Corporations

Diversified Communications

GE Foundation

Johnson O’Connor Feron

& Carucci, LLP

Littleton Conservation Trust

Wagner Forest Management, Ltd.

We have made every effort to

accurately list those who have

made contributions. We apologize

for any errors or omissions and

hope you will notify us of them.
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T
he projects and programs of New England Forestry Founda-

tion depend upon your support.  There are many giving

options available—from naming our organization as a ben-

eficiary in your will, to a more complex trust arrangement.  Your

planned gift to New England Forestry Foundation can assist you in

meeting your financial goals while helping to conserve our New

England forest landscape.

If you are a landowner you could conserve your forestland per-

manently by donating the land to New England Forestry Founda-

tion with a restriction that the land remains in active forestry.

Another way to conserve your forestland forever, and to provide

income to yourself and your heirs, is to have New England For-

estry Foundation hold a conservation easement on your land and

oversee its management, with a percentage of the income from

future harvests designated to you or your heirs.

For more information on creating your forest legacy, contact Whit Beals at 978/952-6856 x109 or

wbeals@newenglandforestry.org.

This Holiday Season,

Give the Ultimate Eco-friendly Gift—

A Year-long Membership

to the New England Forestry Foundation!

Forest Legacies, the Gift of a Lifetime

S
hare the joy of forest conservation with a gift membership

to New England Forestry Foundation. Not only are you con-

serving forestland for future generations, you are providing

clean air and water, enhanced wildlife habitats, protection of frag-

ile resources, and outdoor recreational opportunities.

This is a perfect “one-size-fits-all” gift for those who

love the outdoors, tracking and watching wildlife, and

want to support New England’s rich history of forest

management and conservation. To order your gift member-

ship online, visit www.newenglandforestry.org and click on

“donate” or email Penny Flynn at pflynn@newenglandforestry.org.

Each member receives our full-color newsletter

along with a subscription to the award-winning magazine,

Northern Woodlands.  Each issue is packed with information on

native wildlife, forest conservation, sustainable management, and more.
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New England Forestry Foundation Welcomes Lisa Enright

Lisa Enright joined the New England Forestry staff this fall as our

new Development Assistant. Lisa brings extensive nonprofit manage-

ment experience with her including fundraising for environmental, human

services, political campaigns, and animal rescue services.  If visiting the

office, please stop by to say hello and meet our newest staff member!

Cooper Hill Community Forest Dedication

On October 1, New England Forestry Foundation

joined with the Monadnock Conservancy and the

Town of Marlborough, New Hampshire to dedicate

and celebrate our new Cooper Hill Community

Forest.  The forest is located along Route 101 in the

scenic Monadnock region and has 330 acres with

an open field, trails, and a clear view of Cooper Hill.

The celebration featured remarks by Ryan Owens, Director of the Monadnock Conser-

vancy, Mike Krinsky from the Town of Marlborough, and Lynn Lyford of New England

Forestry Foundation.  The event included refreshments from local businesses and a guided

hike.  The main trail features a spectacular waterfall and geologic characteristics.

New England Forestry Foundation Staff to Conduct Timber Harvest

New England Forestry Foundation will be completing our first in-house timber sale in

nearly two decades.  Chris Pryor, a Massachusetts Licensed Forester on staff, will be

administering a timber sale on the Winslow Warren Demonstration Forest and the Patten

Forest both in Walpole, Massachusetts.  This harvest opportunity provides numerous benefits,

including professional development, cost savings, and project analysis.  A pre-timber harvest

walk was hosted by Forest Director, Hylton Haynes, and Forest Stewards, John Walsh

and Josh Hasenfus, which was well attended.

News at New England Forestry Foundation
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