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Dear Members and Friends, 
This spring, the Wildlands and Woodlands Partnership will release an update 
to its 2010 vision for New England forests—a call to protect 3 million acres 
of wildland reserves and 27 million acres of well-managed, private forests. 
NEFF endorsed this vision in 2012, and has been working with the Partnership 
to achieve this ambitious goal by 2060. The forthcoming update describes 
the progress made so far, as well as the best pathways to success. 

Your support empowers us to build the comprehensive, integrated approach 
necessary to achieve this 30 million-acre vision. Together, not only are we 
conserving more land; we are also ramping up landowner communications 
and building public support for forestry practices; creating new financial 
alternatives to help increase the pace of conservation; and developing 
exemplary forestry practices that will help ensure the region realizes the 
many benefits of well-managed forests. These initiatives and land protection 
efforts are designed to amplify our own reach throughout the region, as well 
as the capacity of our partners to enhance land conservation efforts. 

In this issue of Into the Woods, we bring you stories of landowners, partners, and 
business owners, connected by their dedication to New England’s forests. You 
will read about the landowners and forest advocates who helped us conserve 
over 1,100 acres in 25 days—a huge achievement for land conservation. You 
will hear how our partners at Mass Audubon are improving bird habitat while 
engaging landowners with forestry practices. And as a seasonal treat, you will 
join sugarmakers on one of NEFF’s Community Forests to see how tapping (and 
its relationship with forestry) has changed over time. We also invite you to join 
us in celebrating the life and accomplishments of John T. Hemenway, a longtime 
friend of the organization and integral part of NEFF history. His dedication to 
NEFF and to New England’s forests continues to inspire our work today. 

These stories remind us of the strong community of people that will help make 
the Wildlands and Woodlands 30 million-acre goal a reality. Through our shared 
commitment and integrated approach, we will ensure that the many benefits of  
New England’s forests will continue to support future generations. 

Robert Perschel  
Executive Director

Front Cover: A wood frog enjoys a patch of moss 
in Bliss Woods Community Forest in Freeport, 
Maine. Photography by Charlie Reinertsen. 
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Save the Date! 
Join us on June 17th, 2017 for our Annual Meeting, a  

picnic celebration on NEFF’s Prouty Woods in Littleton, MA. 
More details about activities and speakers coming soon.  



In the frigid months of January and 
February, when most people are 
huddled close to woodstoves and 
fireplaces, Dale and Torrie Young are 
knee deep in snow, wrestling with 
hundreds of feet of plastic tubing, 
and smiling from ear to ear. The pair 
runs Young Farms in East Granby, 
Connecticut, and the late winter 
months are for maple sugaring.

To call it a job doesn’t quite do it 
justice—it is more like a calling, 
bordering on obsession. Dale’s family 
has been tapping trees since 1925, 
and Dale and Torrie picked up the 
tradition in 1979. While the sugaring 
operation has evolved considerably 
since the early 1900s, the final product 
remains unchanged—New England’s 
sweetest forest product, maple syrup.

On an unseasonably warm day in 
January, I joined Dale and Torrie in 
the woods to learn more about the 
history of maple sugaring and to see 
their operation first-hand. We met on 
NEFF’s Horace Clark Woods, where 
NEFF leases 25 acres of high-quality 
sugarbush (a forest with abundant 
sugar maple trees) to Young Farms. 
Dale and Torrie pulled up in a minivan 
filled with tubing, spigots, jerry-
rigged tools, and two very excitable 
Brittany spaniels, Turbo and Pepper.

After a few quick introductions, we 
kicked the day off with an experiment. 
Dale and Torrie had gathered antique 
tools and implements that were once 

Dale's family has been 
tapping trees since 1925. 

To call it a job doesn't 
quite do it justice—it 

is more like a calling, 
bordering on obsession.

used to tap trees on the property nearly 
100 years ago—a hand-powered drill, 
a wooden bucket, and a spile (a small 
wooden tube with tapered, sharpened 
ends). The duo could hardly hold back 
their excitement as they tried out the 
old method. Putting his 6-foot-6-inch 
frame to use, Dale drilled a two-inch-
deep hole in a large sugar maple. As he 
worked, he described the old process. 
“The trees have been tapped on this 
property since the late ’30s that I know 
of.” Dale said. “On some of the biggest 
trees along the road and walls you can 
still see the flat stones that they used 
to set the buckets on beneath the 
trunks. At that point, they used oxen for 
pulling a sled to collect the buckets.”

Dale grabbed a hammer and gently 
tapped the antique spile into the hole. 
Before Torrie had a chance to set 
the wooden bucket on a flat stone 
beneath the tree, the spile started 
running with sap. “Holy smokes, that’s 
pretty cool!” Dale laughed and grinned 
as sap dripped into the bucket.

With a successful history lesson under 
our belts, we headed into the woods to 
see the sugaring operation. Dale and 
Torrie use plastic tubing to shuttle sap 
down the hill—a much more efficient 
process compared to wooden buckets 
and oxen-pulled sleds. A network 
of plastic tubing winds down a long, 
steep hill from tree to tree, roughly 5 
feet off of the ground. Spigots on short 
segments of tubing branch off of the 
main lines at each sugar maple large 

in the 
sugarbush

WRITING AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY Charlie Reinertsen
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enough for tapping. In the early spring, 
Dale and Torrie tap the trees and 
hook up the spigots, running the sap 
down the hill and into a storage unit.

While the concept of using tubing 
seams easy, the job takes hard work, 
commitment, and attention to detail. 
During our visit to Clark Woods, Dale 
and Torrie were repairing damaged 
tubing and spigots. As they worked, 
Dale pointed out branches that have 
fallen on sections of tubing and chew 
marks left by curious (and pesky) 
squirrels and porcupines. Dale carried 
a bucket of spigot replacements, new 
tubing, and a custom-made gadget 
that reconnects sections of tubes. Dale 
and Torrie worked together seamlessly, 
stretching and pulling the tubing into 
place to reconnect the network.

“These trees are so awesome—
the character of them.” Torrie said 
while standing next to a massive 
sugar maple Dale affectionately 
referred to as a ‘battle axe.’

“We don’t over-tap the trees, because 
we want them to be here for the next 30 
years.” Torrie explained. “Whether we 
will be here or not, someone will be.”

Before tapping, Dale and Torrie 
rigorously inspect the health of each 
tree, making sure the trees are healthy 
enough to be tapped. The team stays 
up-to-date on best practices to ensure 
that the sugarbush will continue 
to be healthy and productive.

As a supplement to the Clark Woods 
sugarbush, Dale and Torrie tap what 
they refer to as ‘ol’ sap cows’ or ‘house 
trees.’ These trees grow near houses 
and typically have a large leaf canopy, 
which produces more sugar during 
the growing season. While house 
trees have a higher production rate, 
they often run at different times than 
trees in the sugarbush. By tapping 

Dale and Torrie Young reconnect tubing using a custom-made gadget. 
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house trees and woods trees, Young 
Farms is able to diversify their sugar 
production. “Last year, it got too warm in 
town, and the taps wouldn’t run.” Torrie 
explained. “We would come up to the 
woods, and it was running like a bear.”

To wrap up the day, we took a quick 
drive over to the sugar shack where 
Dale and Torrie turn raw sap into 
delicious maple syrup—a process 
that seems to be part science and 
part ritual, with a hint of magic.

“We still cook over a wood fire.” Dale 
explained as he stood next to the 
heating pans. “A lot of people twenty 
years ago went to ROs—Reverse 
Osmosis machines. You run the water 
into it, and it filters out the concentrate. 

In my estimation, the syrup doesn’t 
taste as good as it used to because it 
isn’t caramelized. We’ve always found 
that people come to us, and say—hey, 
your syrup is really, really good!”

Whether it is the trees, the people, or 
the cooking process, Young Farms 
maple syrup is officially delicious. 
In 1997, the North American Maple 
Syrup Council awarded Young Farms’ 
maple syrup best in show with a Blue 
Ribbon award. Each year, Dale and 
Torrie produce 3 to 4 hundred gallons 
of this award-winning maple syrup, 
and it flies off of the shelf. “It’s crazy!” 
Dale exclaimed. “We never advertise. 
People just know we have syrup. They’ll 
come to the door, and I say—that’s the 
kind of customers you want!”  

Horace Clark Woods in East 
Hartland, CT was donated in 1984 
by Mrs. Elinor W. Toop in memory 

of her uncle, Horace B. Clark. 
Clark founded the Lost Acres Fire 
Department on June 1, 1936. The 

barn he built to house the first fire 
truck still stands on Lost Acres 

Road, across from Horace Clark 
Woods. The 427-acre parcel, 

which is adjacent to the Tunxis 
State Park, became NEFF’s first 

Community Forest in Connecticut.

NEFF History Nugget
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Sugaring and forestry have a 
complicated history, from the potential 
impacts of sugaring on tree health as 
well as timber value. But as technology 
and markets shift, pairing the two is 
becoming more and more compatible.  

While individual trees can be sugared 
for decades without noticeable effects 
on appearance or health, drilling holes 
does have an impact. Until the wound 
heals, the hole can serve as a conduit 
for disease or infection. Tapping 
trees also causes a wood stain to 
form above and below each tap, often 
making the wood less desirable. And 
finally, the metal hardware once used 
in tapping (including nails, hooks, and 
spouts) discouraged mills from using 
the bottom 4-6 feet of any tapped 
tree for fear of damaging saws and 
equipment. This meant sacrificing the 
most valuable portion of a sawlog. 

Today, these points of conflict are 
greatly reduced by a shift in demand 
for wood products as well as 
advances in technology—both in saw 
mills and in the tapping process. 

On the tapping side, plastic 
components are rapidly replacing 
metal, reducing the risk of wrecking a 
saw on the lower portion of a tapped 
tree. Researchers have delved into 
the impacts of sugaring on tree health, 
equipping the sugaring community with 
more information on how to responsibly 
collect sap. Finally, advances in 
technology have helped to ensure that 
any given tree is not over-tapped. 

Today, some mills have the ability 
to detect metal embedded within 
trees, and are better equipped to 
saw logs containing defects. And as 
for the wood stains, what was once 
seen as a defect is now viewed as 
providing character, and demand 
for stained wood is on the rise.  

These factors and others impact 
management decisions regarding 
forestry, sugaring, or a combination 
of the two. Practicing both can help 
diversify revenue streams, and 
thinning a sugarbush can be a great 
way to increase sugaring productivity. 
Removing smaller, weaker trees 
allows the remaining sugar maples 
to flourish. With more room to grow 
and less competition for resources, 
remaining trees produce more sugar.

On Horace Clark Woods, NEFF 
leases 25 out of 427 acres to Young 
Farms as a sugarbush, producing an 
additional source of revenue while also 
supporting a local tradition. Meanwhile, 
NEFF has conducted six harvests in 
different locations on the property 
since 1984 (including thinning the 
sugarbush), producing 339 thousand 
board feet of sawtimber, 381 cords of 
firewood, and 18 cords of softwood 
pulp, all while promoting high-quality 
wildlife habitat. Put in other terms, 
harvests on Horace Clark Woods have 
produced enough raw products to 
build 7 average-sized homes; produce 
3,889 reams of paper; and heat 64 
average-sized homes for a year. The 
revenue from these harvests and the 
sugarbush lease will go back to New 
England’s forests, helping conserve 
forests for future generations.  

Forestry and Sugaring: Competitors or Partners?

As technology and markets shift, pairing the two 
is becoming more and more compatible.
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the understory. This forest type with 
many layers is often referred to as ‘old 
growth.’ It is one of the most rare forest 
structures found in New England. 

Old growth forests were largely carried 
off the map in the 1700s and early 1800s 
as land was cleared for agricultural 
use. In the mid 1800s and continuing 
through the early 1900s, these fields 
were largely left abandoned. Forestland 
began to make a comeback. These 
regenerated, maturing forests make up 
the majority of New England’s forests 
today. Dominated by trees that are 
roughly the same age and size, these 
forests lack the variety and layers that 
species like the Wood Thrush rely 
on. Given sufficient time and periodic 
disturbances (i.e. localized weather 
events, beaver activity, or fires), some of 
these regenerating forests will transition 
towards old-growth forest. But critters 
like the Wood Thrush don’t have time to 
wait. They need breeding habitat now.

While unrestricted logging contributed 
to this situation, precise and sustainable 
forestry practices can turn it around. To 
get a sense of how forestry can help, 
picture the New England forest as it 
stands, with trees all the same size and 
age. By harvesting a portion of these 
trees, new gaps in the canopy are 
opened up. Sunlight hitting the forest 
floor encourages new growth, creating 

complicated and diverse, ranging 
from habitat loss and climate change 
to pesticide use, disruption from wind 
turbines, and predation from pet cats, 
to name a few. In an effort to maximize 
conservation efforts, scientists have 
begun prioritizing the most important 
factors impacting each species. In the 
case of the Wood Thrush, the linchpin is 
deteriorating quality of breeding habitat. 
Management efforts geared toward 
improving and restoring breeding 
habitat could contribute greatly toward 
reversing population declines.

What does ideal breeding habitat 
look like? Broadly speaking, Wood 
Thrush overwinter in Central America, 
and migrate to forests in the eastern 
United States to breed. More precisely, 
Wood Thrush require forests that are 
made up of multiple layers. From the 
ground up, decaying logs and leaves 
blanket the forest floor, and provide 
Wood Thrush a constant food supply 
of insects and invertebrates. Small 
shrubs and saplings provide places 
to hide from predators. In the middle 
layer, young trees offer viewpoints, 
theaters for mating-call performances, 
and ideal nesting sites. And finally, 
mature deciduous and conifer trees 
create a continuous canopy, punctuated 
by a few small gaps where trees have 
fallen that allow sunlight to hit the 
forest floor and encourage growth in 

Ethereal. Flute-like. Haunting. Majestic. 
These are a few words commonly 
used to describe the song of the 
Wood Thrush. Henry David Thoreau 
wrote that the Wood Thrush’s song, “…
affects me like music, affects the flow 
and tenor of my thought, my fancy and 
imagination. It lifts and exhilarates me. 
It is inspiring.” Indeed, a singing Wood 
Thrush is a comforting and familiar part 
of the New England forest soundscape, 
and a song many of us heartily welcome 
each spring. And with their speckled 
camouflage and lurking habits, they 
are more often heard than seen.

Unfortunately, these birds are being 
heard less and less. Data from the North 
American Breeding Bird Survey (BBS), 
an organization that has been recording 
data on birds since 1966, shows Wood 
Thrush have declined in the northeast 
by roughly 80 percent—a loss of four 
out of every five individuals over the 
past 40 years. Even more alarming 
is that Wood Thrush aren’t alone. 
According to scientists from the North 
American Bird Conservation Initiative, 
33 common bird species have lost over 
half of their global populations in the 
past four decades, and more than a third 
of all North American species (431/1554) 
are in dire need of conservation action. 

What is causing this staggering bird 
population crash? The answers are 

How Forestry 
Can Build Bird 
Habitat

Forestry produces a wide array of benefits, from maintaining 
clean air and water to creating wildlife habitat—all while 
delivering a stream of sustainable forest products. In this 
spring issue of Into the Woods, bird experts Jeff Ritterson and 
Margo Servison from Mass Audubon describe how forestry 
can help turn around the trend of declining bird populations. 

WRITING BY Mass Audubon’s  
Jeff Ritterson and Margo Servison

HARVESTS FOR HABITATS

7              INTO THE WOODS   I   New England Forestry Foundation



Wood Thrush 
Abundance Over 
Time in New England 
and the Mid-Atlantic 
Coast Region*

*data from North American Breeding Bird Survey (BBS)
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an understory of grasses, bushes, and 
eventually small saplings. Mature trees 
on the edge of this clearing are no 
longer competing with their neighbors 
for water and nutrients, and are able 
to grow more rapidly. In a fairly short 
period of time, a once homogenous 
forest now has a wider variety of 
structure and habitat. While the full 
transition is not immediate, practicing 
forestry can help accelerate this 
process and ultimately help out many 
species, including the Wood Thrush. 

This bird’s eye view helps illustrate 
how forestry practices can strengthen 
habitats for birds. This is exactly what 

This photo of a wood thrush was 
captured on NEFF's Bliss Woods 

Community Forest in Freeport, Maine. 

the Foresters for the Birds program 
works to promote and practice. 
Established by Audubon Vermont and 
the Department of Forests, Parks, 
and Recreation, Foresters for the 
Birds provides technical assistance to 
landowners interested in improving 
bird habitat. Through this program, 
trained consulting foresters work 
with landowners to evaluate existing 
habitat, identify possible improvements, 
and plan harvests accordingly. 

With programs now implemented in 
several states, including Vermont, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut, 
evidence shows that Foresters for 

the Birds is working. An initial study in 
Vermont shows that forestry practices 
have slightly increased the number of 
understory nesters (birds that nest in 
the understory) and gap specialists 
(birds that require openings in the 
tree canopy). As the forests continue 
to regenerate, scientists expect 
the positive effects to increase. 

Bird-friendly forestry is also helping 
more than just birds. Birds like the 
Wood Thrush are considered an 
“umbrella” species—a species that 
relies on high-priority habitat that a 
wide array of wildlife relies on as well. 
By working to promote Wood Thrush 
habitat, other wildlife will be protected 
underneath this conservation umbrella. 

In addition to wildlife benefits, the same 
forestry practices that open up new 
habitat can also protect water quality, 
promote forest health, and ensure long-
term timber production. The Foresters 
for the Birds program helps educate 
and connect with landowners that 
may not otherwise be engaged with 
forestry practices. Most of the forests 
in New England are privately owned, 
which makes it critical for landowners 
to be empowered with the knowledge 
and tools to effectively steward the 
region’s forests and its residents. 

In an effort to further connect with landowners, Mass Audubon is in the process of creating 
a demonstration site at their Elm Hill Sanctuary to showcase forest management practices 
for birds. Not yet open to the public, this site will create additional habitat for forest birds on 
the decline, and will also be used to educate professionals, landowners, and the public on 
the importance of forest management and its central role in the future of bird conservation.

HARVESTS FOR HABITATS
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With the help of 
landowners and 
supporters, NEFF 
conserved 1,196 acres 
of forestland in four 
states over the course 
of 25 days. 

NEFF owns 143 Community Forests comprising over 27,000 acres, 
practicing sustainable forestry while providing opportunities for 
public recreation.

Community Forests

This sweeping run of 
conservation successes 
represents the culmination  
of years of hard work and 
commitment from landowners 
as well as NEFF staff. This 
momentum will spring us 
forward as we prepare for 
land protection projects on 
the horizon. We hope these 
stories of landowners,  
a conservation-minded 
developer, and forest 
advocates inspire you to  
join in our efforts to conserve  
and steward New England’s 
forests for future generations.

Fred Huntress, Maine forester and 
NEFF employee from 1958 until 1994, 
approached NEFF in early 2016 with 
an offer to sell his 75-acre woodland 
that abuts NEFF’s 556-acre Page 
Family Community Forest at a bargain 
sale. The woodland features a small, 
rocky brook that flows across the 
northern portion of the property. 
Huntress bought the property 52 
years ago, and has been managing 
and taking care of it ever since.

“The first time I saw it, a couple loggers 
wanted to sell it. It was the biggest 
timber I’d ever seen.” Huntress said. “I 
didn’t cut anything on it for quite a few 
years. I just kept letting the logs grow, 
and then I made two timber sales that 
helped pay for my daughter’s college 
education.” Today, the woodland is 
well-stocked with hemlock, red oak, 
and other hardwoods, as well as a small 
volume of large white pines—a testament 
to Huntress’s sustainable management.

“This land has been an important part of 
the Huntress Family for over 50 years.” 
Huntress explained. “The first two 

years our children, Brian and Marlene, 
helped us collect acorns which we 
took home to Poland to feed our pig.”

For a number of years, great blue 
herons established a rookery of 
nests in tall oaks along the edge of 
the road. “My mother and father took 
color photos of the nesting birds 
which they added to their collection 
of bird photos and showed to many 
bird clubs for several years.” Huntress 
said. Even after the herons moved 
on to another nesting site, Huntress 
refused to cut the oaks in hope that the 
herons would return to the rookery.

Huntress has been instrumental in 
conserving and stewarding woodlands 
throughout New England, and has 
served as a strong advocate for 
small woodland owners. Huntress 
has been a member of Maine Forest 
Products Council for over 50 years, 
serving as president from 1983 
to 1985. Since retiring from New 
England Forestry Consultants in 
2001, Huntress continues to steward 
and manage his own properties. 

Conservation 
Success Stories

Huntress Family Forest
75 Acres  •  Oxford, ME  •  Conserved on December 16, 2016
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Headwaters of the Niantic River
166 Acres  •  East Lyme, CT  •  Conserved on January 6, 2017

The symbol for the town of East 
Lyme, the bay scallop shell, reflects 
the coastal town’s proud shellfishing 
roots. Unfortunately, water pollution 
in the Niantic River has threatened 
the local shellfishing industry and the 
essence of the community’s self-
identity. In an effort to repair the health 
of the estuary and restore the fishing 
industry, local conservation groups 
have identified forestland conservation 
as a key strategy to protect water 
quality, highlighting the importance 
of the forestland surrounding the 
headwaters of the Niantic River.

In early January, with local and state 
support, NEFF purchased the Headwaters 
of the Niantic River, conserving 166 acres 
of coastal forestland. This conservation 
success will ensure that water flowing 
from this critical portion of the watershed 
will continue to be filtered by the 
forest and natural wetland habitat.

Grassroots support for the project 
originated from an unexpected place—

Like all of NEFF’s Community Forests, 
the property will remain open to the 
public for recreation. “Under NEFF’s 
stewardship, the Headwaters of the 
Niantic River will continue to provide all 
the benefits of a working forest, and it 
also will serve as a valuable recreational 
and environmental resource with a 
network of walking trails for the local 
community.” Explains NEFF’s Director 
of Land Protection, Whit Beals. With 
input from the local community and a 
consulting forester, NEFF will create 
a forest management plan that will 
include scheduled harvests and help 
facilitate efforts to create and maintain 
a trail system throughout the property.

NEFF's Director of Land Protection, Whit Beals, 
addresses a crowd on the trailhead of the 
Headwaters of the Niantic property. 

previous property owner and local 
developer, Steve Harney. Harney 
provided a discounted sale price and 
helped rally town, state Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP), and United States Forest 
Service support for the project. Private 
support came from the Geoffrey C. 
Hughes Foundation, Bafflin Foundation, 
Ruth Lord Charitable Trust, Summer Hill 
Foundation, Fields Pond Foundation, 
the Community Foundation of Eastern 
Connecticut, and the Sasco Foundation. 
Several local families and individuals 
also contributed to the $1.7 million 
campaign to conserve the woodland.

Efforts are already underway to expand 
the conservation effort and protect 
more of the watershed. Phase II of this 
project, which will conserve 34 additional 
acres, has been awarded DEEP Open 
Space Grant funds and a grant from 
the US Forest Service's Community 
Forest program. Additional public and 
private contributions will be needed 
to ensure Phase II is a success.

In January 2014, Nan McCowan 
Sumner-Mack contacted NEFF 
concerning the wish of her late 
husband, Robert, to donate their 
woodland to NEFF as the Sumner-
Mack Peace Woodland. Nan wanted 
to see the woodland conserved in her 
own lifetime, but knew that an outright 
donation would not be financially 
feasible. NEFF staff worked with Nan 
to solve the problem, establishing 
NEFF’s first-ever gift annuity based on 
a bargain-sale price of the forestland.

Nan wrote a message to NEFF 
describing the process: “NEFF has been 

a scattering of hemlock trees. A 
third of the property consists of 
young sugar maple and ash trees 
that have regenerated since the 
land was managed as a pasture 25 
years ago. The soils are excellent 
for growing timber, and they support 
fine sugar maple stands that will 
grow and flourish over many years.

a tremendously patient partner in this 
process, and I am grateful that it was 
completed in 2016. Having tramped 
the parcel with Whitney [Beals] and 
Frank [Lowenstein] and seen their 
wonderful knowledge of the natural 
history of the land, I am certain of 
my husband's wish to both protect 
and share what he cherished for so 
long…. With gratitude to you and all at 
NEFF for being there to carry out his 
dream of conserving a bit of nature 
for posterity to enjoy and treasure.”

The property consists of a mix of 
hardwoods and white pine, with 

A Forest Legacy: In 1984, Mrs. 
Charles H. Simmons donated 72 
acres in Danby, Vermont to NEFF, 
establishing the Brookfield Farm 
Community Forest. The donation 
included a farmhouse on the 
property, which NEFF sold to fund 
further conservation in Vermont. 
NEFF will be using a portion of this 
funding to establish the Sumner-
Mack Peace Woodland.

Sumner-Mack Peace Woodland
76 Acres  •  Topsham, VT  •  Conserved on December 28, 2016 
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The Geraldine D. Smith Conservation 
Trust donated a conservation easement 
on 82 acres of forestland in Ossipee, 
NH, expanding key wildlife habitat along 
NH Route 16. The Smith family Trust 
has been working with NEFF for more 
than 20 years to conserve a total of 320 
contiguous forested acres in this region. 
This most recent donation achieves 
the vision that the family-based trust 
set out to accomplish in 1989.

The new NEFF easement completes 
permanent protection for nearly one 
mile of continuous forested road 
frontage, affording wildlife an important 
transit zone between wetlands east 
of NH Route 16 and the Ossipee 
Mountains to the west, as well as scenic 
views for travelers. The 2015 NH Wildlife 
Action Plan classifies the property as 
the “highest ranked Wildlife Habitat and 
Supporting Landscapes in the region.” 
As if to illustrate this point, a hefty bull 
moose emerged to greet NEFF staff 
on a recent visit to the property.

In addition to moose, the site supports 
black bear, bobcat, fisher, weasel, 
coyote, red fox, salamander, wood 
turtle, and various small mammals and 
birds. Hemlock-hardwood-pine and 
Appalachian oak-pine predominate the 
woodland, and a portion of the property 
is managed for old growth forest.

Family ties to the property go back 130 
years, when it was primarily pastureland 
laced with granite stonewalls. Today 
the site is a forest of meaningful size 

Geraldine D. Smith Conservation Trust Easement
82 Acres  •  Ossipee, NH  •  Conserved on December 19, 2016

Conservation easements are tools that allow landowners to permanently protect their woods, continue to 
achieve their own land management goals, and maintain private ownership of their land. NEFF holds 145 
easements, totaling over 1.14 million acres. With every easement NEFF holds, we make a commitment to  
the landowner to ensure that the conservation values of the property are permanently protected. 

An abandoned railroad track runs along the 
boundary of the Smith Easement in Ossipee, NH. 

and diversity, with productive soils, 
diverse wildlife and plant habitat, as well 
as scenic, recreation, and open space 
values. It stretches along a gentle glacial 
ridge strewn with erratic boulders.

“My sisters and I feel privileged to carry 
on the work that our aunt, Geraldine 
Smith, began decades ago to conserve 
forested green space,” said Elizabeth 
Gillette of Ossipee, who along with 
her sisters Lois Toomey of Chelmsford, 
MA, and Janet Kenty of Wolfeboro, 
NH, manage the family Trust.

Miss Smith died in 2003 at the age 
of 100, after a long career as editor 
of mathematics textbooks that are 
still in use. In 1989, she shared her 
thoughts with the family about why 
she valued conserving forestland and 
how she came to work with NEFF.

“It was many years ago—perhaps in 
the old Boston Evening Transcript—that 
I first read about the New England 
Forestry Foundation,” Miss Smith 
explained. “When loggers started 
to “knock at my door” summer after 
summer almost begging to buy or 
log my land, I recalled that article.”

In 1960, Miss Smith worked with 
local consulting foresters to conduct 
timber harvests on her land in 
Ossipee. In 1989, she founded the 
family Trust to donate 165 acres to 
NEFF as the Thissell-Smith Memorial 
Forest, in honor of her parents. She 
summed up her goal for doing so:

“It is my hope that the woodlands 
in this Memorial Forest will not only 
honor the memory of my stepfather, 
Theodore D. Thissell, and my own 
parents, Warren A. Smith and Gertrude 
Smith Thissell, but also provide an 
oasis in an area that is rapidly being 
developed and commercialized. I have 
entrusted it to NEFF knowing that the 
woods will receive the best of care.”

Echoing her aunt’s sentiment, Gillette 
elaborated on the Trust’s partnership 
with NEFF: “Working with NEFF has 
been especially rewarding, because 
over the years we developed trust and 
respect for the thoroughness with which 
NEFF professionals work, not to mention 
fun hikes and conversations, too.”

Conservation Easements
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View of the Presidential Range and Franconia Ridge from the Tellman Easement. 

Tellman Easement
800 Acres  •  Bethlehem, NH  •  Conserved on December 12, 2016

Through the generosity and hard work 
of landowners Dave and Tanya Tellman, 
800 acres in Bethlehem, NH have been 
permanently conserved through the 
donation of a conservation easement.

In 1969, the Tellmans purchased land in 
Bethlehem, NH as a place for the family 
to gather and put down roots. Since 
then, the Tellmans have purchased 
abutting parcels to create the existing 
800-acre tract, which also currently 
serves as their primary residence. The 
property is located only miles from 
the White Mountain National Forest, 
and lookouts provide scenic views of 
the Presidential Range and Franconia 
Ridge. The land has been actively 
managed for timber for many years, and 
in 2007, the Tellmans received the New 
Hampshire Tree Farm of the Year Award.

“To see a piece this size, with the kind of 
diversity we have and the potential for 
views of the White Mountains, it is very 
satisfying to know that it will always be 
a woodland.” Tanya said of the property. 
“Our two special places are certainly 
what we call the ledges. They have 
about a 270-degree view of the White 
Mountains. The other is a fen which is 
home to all kinds of special plants.”

The habitat types present on the 
property are among some of the 
highest ranked habitats in New 
Hampshire, according to the NH 
Fish & Game Department’s Wildlife 
Action Plan (revised in 2015). Two 
types cover a majority of the property: 
northern hardwood-conifer forest 
and low-elevation spruce-fir. Other 
habitats include peatland and northern 

swamp. The NH Natural Heritage 
Bureau (NHB) designates both the 
northern swamp and low-elevation 
spruce-fir forest communities as very 
high importance for conservation. In 
addition, the peatland portions of the 
property are likely suitable habitat for 
five different species of peat moss 
(Sphagnum spp.) listed as threatened 
or endangered in New Hampshire.

The property also provides an important 
water resource, as it is located within 
the watersheds of the Ammonoosuc 
and Johns River, both major tributaries 
of the Upper Connecticut River.

The Tellmans have acquired and 
conserved tracts of forestland 
throughout New Hampshire. In 2014, 
the Tellmans donated a 66-acre 
property in Columbia, NH to NEFF 
as an addition that links NEFF’s 
Hemenway and Veraar Forests. Your generous support helps make these conservation projects and others 

possible. Help make 2017 a banner year for forest conservation and stewardship 
by making a donation today.
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New England Forestry Foundation 
would like to honor a longtime friend, 
and integral part of NEFF history, John 
T. Hemenway. John died at age 92 
on December 21, 2016 at his home in 
Strafford, VT. He is remembered fondly 
as one of NEFF’s most dedicated 
and longstanding supporters. 

John’s involvement with NEFF began 
more than 65 years ago, when he was 
introduced to NEFF’s founder, Harris 
A. Reynolds, while working in the 
financial district in Boston. John served 
as NEFF’s Treasurer, and in 1953, took 
the helm as Executive Director after 
Reynolds unexpectedly passed away. 
He would serve tirelessly in this position 
for the next 35 years, inaugurating a 
new and growing phase for NEFF.

John was described by NEFF President 
Farnham W. Smith in 1972 as “the 
guiding force of the Foundation.” 
He was essential in shaping much 
of NEFF’s early work. At one time 
during his tenure, there were more 
than 20 foresters on staff, who served 
as one of NEFF’s main avenues for 
promoting the practice of sustainable 
forest management and helped 
establish the profession of consulting 
forestry. He launched the Permanent 
Fund in 1952, as well as the Annual 
Giving Program. His leadership 
and wisdom were fundamental to 
NEFF’s growth and success.

John’s dedication as Executive 
Director was principally responsible for 
attracting donations of forests to the 
foundation, thus increasing the land 
base used to demonstrate applied 
forest management by 11,000 acres. His 
foresight and guidance have left a living 
legacy of forestland, providing NEFF 
with an endowment that perpetually 
supports the organization financially 
and provides a springboard for our 
work to promote sustainable forestry 
and conserve more forestland.

A true woodsman at heart, his love of the 
outdoors and commitment to the future 
is best acknowledged by his acquisition 

and subsequent conservation of over 
1,600 acres of forestland in Vermont.

In 2005, NEFF’s Board of Directors 
formally recognized John for his 
extraordinary contributions to the 
organization. The creation of the 
Hemenway Conservation Fund 
was announced in recognition 
of John’s lifelong passion for the 
conservation and sustainable 
management of privately owned 
forestland throughout New England.

NEFF is honored by John’s trust in 
our commitment to forever conserve 
his beloved woodland through 
conservation easements. John’s core 
beliefs for NEFF were that a sustainably 
managed forest is a healthy forest, 
and that a forest which produces a 
reasonable and sustainable income 
is more likely to remain conserved. 
His lifelong passion and dedication to 
forest conservation and sustainable 
management has made and will 
continue to make a truly momentous 
impact on the New England landscape. 
We are so thankful for all that John 
has given to NEFF and will continue 
to work tirelessly, as he did, to 
conserve the forests he loved. 

John T. Hemenway (right) and longtime friend, Fred Huntress, attending a demonstration of scaling 
techniques by expert Andy Howard at Harvard Forest in Petersham, MA, 1984.

A sustainably managed 

forest is a healthy forest, 

and a forest which produces 

reasonable and sustainable 

income is more likely to 

remain conserved.

Honoring NEFF Visionary,     
john T. Hemenway
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Generous support from individuals and organizations has allowed NEFF to continue and expand its efforts 
to conserve the forested New England landscape and the environmental, social, and economic benefits it 
provides. Your contributions are greatly appreciated and are vital to our ongoing success.

Donations of $100 or more will be listed in our Annual Report, published in September. This is a change 
from our previous quarterly listing. We will use this space to tell more stories about all the work that your 
donations support. Visit newenglandforestry.org and click the donate button, or return the enclosed 
envelope to make a donation today.

Every gift is important to us and helps us fulfill our mission. Thank you for your help in conserving New 
England’s forests for future generations. 

Legacy giving can allow your support to extend even farther, while providing 

tax or other benefits to you or your loved ones. There are many giving options 

available, including NEFF's new Pooled Timber Income Fund, and NEFF staff can 

help you identify the option that will best assist you in meeting your financial goals 

while helping to conserve forestland for future generations.

NEFF’s staff is happy to talk through your options for planned giving and land 

management and answer any questions. Contact us today to start the discussion 

and create a legacy. Please call Penny Flynn for more information:

978.952.6856 ext. 101 

pflynn@newenglandforestry.org

Create a Forest Legacy 
with New England 
Forestry Foundation

Thank You!
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