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Dear Members and Friends, 

In this newsletter we announce a significant achievement: two separate cross-
laminated timber (CLT) manufacturers have decided to construct manufacturing mills 
in Maine. The spring season provides the perfect analogy—just as we witness the 
growth and renewal in our woodlands at Prouty Woods, we are also experiencing the 
blossoming of our long-range strategic direction for the forests of New England. 

Five years ago, the Board of Directors and staff at NEFF committed to resolving the 
major and seemingly intractable issues that stood in the way of land conservation 
and forestry excellence in New England. 

First, we realized we needed new tools and approaches to reach the 200,000 
landowners that owned the forests of New England. Our MassConn Forest 
landowner outreach pilot project took the best of previous communication attempts 
and married them with creative, innovative messaging and targeting to increase the 
response rate threefold. This year we are reporting on our success and expanding 
our work to the southern Berkshires. We’re also launching a new planned giving 
tool—the Pooled Timber Income Fund—to give those landowners new options for 
conserving their land while meeting their own financial goals.

Next, we saw the need to clearly articulate the gold standard of sustainable 
forestry—what we call Exemplary Forestry—as it plays a crucial part in the Wildlands 
and Woodlands Vision (learn more about this vision on page 3). A straightforward, 
understandable and publicly accessible explanation of Exemplary Forestry is now 
available on our website. 

Another hurdle we identified five years ago was the ongoing decline in public 
funding for land conservation. With our partners, we have since co-founded the 
Maine Mountains Collaborative and together pioneered the concept of an Exemplary 
Forestry Fund that will access private capital and allow foundations and individuals to 
invest in the protection and management of large landscapes. We now have a 
pro-bono commitment from the Ropes and Gray Law Firm to make the fund a reality.

And finally, the announcement that new CLT manufacturing mills are destined for 
Maine is a confirmation that our Build It With Wood campaign is on track to transform 
the way our forests can mitigate climate change. Our strategic approach calls for us 
to: confirm that the forests of New England can provide the necessary raw material; 
convince manufacturers to produce engineered wood like CLT in New England; and 
transform urban commercial and residential development so that construction utilizes 
sustainable and renewable timber in place of concrete and steel.

For the first two goals, we’ve hit our near term marks for success, and now turn our 
sights to the third. We are actively talking with architects, builders, urban planners, 
policy makers and climate scientists to work together in the largest evolution in tall 
building construction in 100 years. We could not have come this far without your 
support. Stay tuned to see how your small conservation organization from New 
England will have a global impact on climate change.
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Save the Date! 
Join us Saturday, June 9, for our Annual Meeting, a picnic 

celebration at NEFF’s Prouty Woods in Littleton, Mass. We’re 
pleased to announce this year’s keynote speaker is the 

pioneering mass timber construction architect Alan Organschi.

Alan is design principal and a partner at Gray Organschi 
Architecture in New Haven, Conn., and has been a creative 

partner to NEFF and our Build It With Wood program. He will 
speak about Timber City, his ongoing multi-year research 

project that explores the environmental, structural, and 
architectural potential of urban mass timber construction. 

Timber City focuses on how to create urban carbon “sinks” by 
bringing wood to our cities on a large scale, and how to then 

link back to protecting living carbon sinks: our regional forests.
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PROTECTING 
WILDLANDS  
AND WOODLANDS
WRITING BY NEFF Deputy Director Frank Lowenstein

Darkness pooled under the trees and began to spread. 
My friend Leslie and I sat on the soft white pine needles 
by the side of the trail and waited, shivering a bit, and 
moving closer to each other for warmth. An owl began to 
call in the distance. Around us were thousands of acres 
of woods, and for two kids from the suburbs and the city, 
they seemed vast, mysterious, and more than a bit 
threatening. We’d stopped to look at something, and 
meanwhile, our freshman seminar tour of the Harvard 
Forest had moved on. We had no idea where we were 
or how we might find the warmth and light of the Forest’s 
central building—the Fisher Museum. 

It was my first exposure to the Harvard Forest, a branch 
of Harvard University and a longtime partner of the New 
England Forestry Foundation. Harvard Forest has 
inspired generations of forest ecologists from its remote 
Petersham, Mass., location. It remains a center of thought 
and research on New England’s dominant land use—the 
80 percent of the region covered in forests—and in late 
2017, Harvard Forest joined with NEFF and the 
Highstead Foundation to issue the latest contribution to 
their influential Wildlands and Woodlands Vision.

A Vision for New 
England’s Forests
Over the last 13 years, Harvard Forest 
director David Foster and a cadre of 
colleagues have achieved a remarkable 
accomplishment—the Wildlands and 
Woodlands Vision, the only regional 
examination of the values, management, 
and threats to forestland in the United 
States. The Wildlands and Woodlands 
Vision was launched in 2005 with a 
Massachusetts focus, and expanded in 
2010 with a report that called for a New 
England-wide effort to conserve 70 
percent of the region’s land as forests, 
with the bulk of that as working forests 
and 10 percent as ecological reserves.

By keeping 70 percent of New England 
forested, the report contends, the 
region will retain clean air and water; 
protect critical wildlife habitat; retain the 
ability to sustainably supply much of its 
wood needs for construction, energy, 
and wood products; and continue to 
store substantial amounts of carbon 
that would otherwise contribute to 
damaging global climate change. 

The New England Forestry Foundation’s 
board formally endorsed the vision 
in 2012, and in the fall of 2017 NEFF 
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and Communities further documents a 
trend first noted in the 2010 report—all 
six New England states are losing 
forestland to development. 

A detailed analysis supporting the 
latest document shows that the highest 
rates of loss between 1986 and 2010 
were in Rhode Island, Connecticut 
and Maine. Across the region, nearly 
1 million acres of woodlands were lost 
to development—primarily to suburbs 
and even lower density residential 
development scattered through rural 
areas such as coastal Maine or western 
Massachusetts. An additional 550,000 
acres of forest were degraded by 
development but remained forested. 
This means that every year we lose 
approximately 24,000 acres of 
forestland to development, an area one 
and a half times as large as the town of 
Concord, where Henry David Thoreau 
wrote Walden, his famous essay on 
nature. The Wildlands and Woodlands 
report makes it clear: time is running 
out to save New England’s forests.

in Vermont, New Hampshire and 
Maine, and to make matters worse, 
state acquisition funds have also dried 
up in Maine. This puts the future of 
land conservation at risk, particularly 
in Maine and New Hampshire where 
federal funds provided more than 
half of all public funding for land 
conservation. 

Private funding for land conservation 
in New England also declined 
during the 2008 recession, but has 
since returned to its pre-recession 
levels. Often private funding for land 
protection is inspired by the availability 
of public funding that leverages the 
private dollars raised and gives donors 
confidence that their investment 
is serving a strong public purpose. 
Absent a return of federal funding and 
reinvigoration of state acquisition funds, 
the progress of conservation is at risk.

Meanwhile, the loss of natural places 
to development is accelerating. 
Wildlands and Woodlands, Farmland 

Report Findings
NEFF is justifiably proud of the role 
played by our groundbreaking Pingree 
Forest Partnership in ushering in the 
era of large land conservation deals 
at the start of the 21st century. The 
Pingree Partnership demonstrated 
land conservation at a scale never 
before seen and helped trigger a wave 
of deals by NEFF and conservation 
partners that protected nearly 3 million 
acres of New England in a decade, 
with NEFF alone protecting more than 
1 million of those acres. Wildlands 
and Woodlands, Farmlands and 
Communities examines the enabling 
conditions that allowed that work to 
succeed, particularly the availability of 
nearly $1 billion of public funding, with 
about two-thirds of that coming from 
state governments. 

The report also documents that 
such public funding has declined 
substantially from its 2008 peak. In 
some areas it is essentially unavailable 
today. For example, there are little 
federal forest legacy funds available 

By keeping 70% of New England forested,  
the region will retain clean air and water; 
protect critical wildlife habitat; retain the ability 
to sustainably supply much of its wood needs 
for construction, energy, and wood products; 
and continue to store substantial amounts of 
carbon that would otherwise contribute to 
damaging global climate change.

joined with Harvard Forest and 
Highstead Foundation to publish the 
latest analyses, summarized in a new 
document: Wildlands and Woodlands, 
Farmlands and Communities. 

The new report expands beyond simply 
articulating a vision for the forest, and 
begins to address the underlying 
conditions that enable conservation. 
And it has inspired a wave of new 
coordination and efforts among 
conservation groups—addressing 
forest policy, academic research needs, 
funding for conservation, coordination 
among conservation groups, and the 
need for integrated land use planning to 
meet the region’s interlocking needs for 
forests, farms, and places for people to 
live and work.
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This loss of land also diminishes New 
England forests’ ability to serve as a 
bulwark against climate change. Prior 
to 1980, New England forests removed 
2 teragrams of carbon per year from 
the atmosphere—about 4.4 billion 
pounds or the same weight as half 
a million trees or elephants. Some 
was sequestered in the trees of new 
forests growing on old agricultural 
lands, and some in existing forests. 
Today, regrowth on agricultural lands is 
negligible, and the conversion of forests 
into developed land both releases 
some of the forests’ stored carbon to 
the atmosphere, and means fewer acres 
of existing forests remain to sequester 
carbon. The result is the net amount 
of carbon pollution removed by the 
region’s forests is only about a tenth 
of the 1980 rate, meaning that more 
carbon emitted by cars, power plants 
and factories stays in the atmosphere.

The 2010 Wildlands and Woodlands 
Vision resulted in the creation of 
Regional Conservation Partnerships 
(RCPs) that bring together land trusts in 

a region to help conserve forests. The 
RCP network has grown exponentially 
and has begun to bear fruit. Some 
RCPs have received federal and private 
funding to help cover the costs of 
land conservation—such as staff time, 
appraisals, surveys and the like—or 
to compensate landowners for a 
conservation purchase of their land or 
an easement over the land. Others have 
fostered mergers among land trusts or 
collaborative projects that foster more 
efficient application of conservation 
funding and effort. 

Wildlands and Woodlands also 
provides an umbrella for the new 
group Academics for Land Protection 
in New England (ALPINE) that seeks 
to promote scholarship that advances 
land conservation. And Wildlands 
and Woodlands together with the 
Highstead Foundation hosts a regional 
conservation finance roundtable 
and a forest policy working group to 
coordinate efforts and share ideas. 
NEFF executive director Bob Perschel 
serves on the working group, and 

innovative NEFF finance initiatives 
like the Pooled Timber Income Fund 
are examples of the programs the 
finance roundtable is seeking to 
advance—approaches that conserve 
as much forest as possible with private 
philanthropic contributions.

In short, the Wildlands and Woodlands 
Vision is moving from analysis to action, 
seeking to conserve not just forests, but 
their role in New England’s landscape. 

As for Leslie and me, we did 
not have to spend the night 
out under our pine tree. 
Before long our seminar 
leader Ernie Gould, who 
became my undergraduate 
mentor, noticed we were 
missing and came back to 
find us. We were back at the 
museum in time for dinner. 
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NEW MILLS BRING 
SUSTAINABLE 
TIMBER AND JOBS  
TO MAINE

with higher ones still to come. NEFF 
was particularly intrigued by the fact 
that the dominant materials for these 
buildings—CLT and glulam—are made 
by gluing small pieces of wood together 
to create large wood structural panels 
and beams that can replace steel and 
concrete. It was clear this could open a 
major new market for low-value wood, 
which is exactly the market needed 
after the collapse of the pulp and paper 
industry in Maine and the long decline of 
the forest products industry in southern 
New England. 

With support from the USDA Forest 
Service’s Wood Innovations Program, 
NEFF commissioned Pöyry, a global 
forestry and energy markets consulting 
firm, to evaluate New England’s building 
markets and wood species to see 
whether a mass timber industry could be 
developed here. In April 2017, NEFF staff 
members and Pöyry experts presented 
the findings to interested audiences 
consisting of sawmill operators, 
landowners, architects, builders, 
developers, and political leaders at 
two forums—one at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst and the other at 
the University of Maine-Orono.

Neither university was a stranger to 
mass timber. Both have been conducting 
research on using New England wood 

An exciting and long-awaited 
announcement came in mid-February: 
A shuttered paper mill in Millinocket, 
Maine, will open once more, this time 
as a factory for cross-laminated timber 
(CLT) and other mass timber products. 
Two days later, another company also 
announced its intention to open a CLT 
plant somewhere in the state. Each plans 
to open within 12-18 months, ready to 
supply the construction material for new 
tall wood buildings in the U.S. Northeast 
by sometime in 2019.

Both companies—LignaTerra Global, of 
North Carolina, and SmartLam, based 
in Montana—were attracted to New 
England by its suitable and abundant 
wood species, available manufacturing 
sites, and skilled forest products 
workforce. They have also noticed the 
eastern United States’ growing interest in 
building taller buildings with wood, which 
gave the companies confidence there 
will be a strong market for their products.

The New England Forestry Foundation 
is proud to be part of the network that 
has helped attract this interest in New 
England as the next place to invest. 
NEFF started its Build It With Wood 
program when staff experts noticed 
a growing revolution in construction 
around the world that has enabled 
wooden buildings as tall as 18 stories, 

WRITING BY Nicole St. Clair Knobloch

species for mass timber products, and 
UMass-Amherst is host to the recently 
opened Design Building, the largest mass 
timber structure east of the Mississippi. 

Despite their familiarity with the topic, the 
forums’ hosts and audience members 
were thrilled by the findings of our 
analysis: just a one percent penetration 
of mass timber into the mid-rise building 
segment in the U.S. Northeast would be 
enough to support perhaps two working 
mills in the region, and New England’s 
forests can easily produce a suitable and 
sustainable wood supply for those mills. 

NEFF’s analysis was only one of several 
factors that increased interest in mass 
timber, and they all played a part in 
bringing new CLT mills to Maine. The 
University of Maine has been working 
with economic development specialists, 
the building industry, and the federal 
government to generate confidence in 
Maine as a place to invest. NEFF and 
partners such as WoodWorks—a project 
of the USDA and the Softwood Lumber 
Council—have met with architects, 
developers, other universities, city 
agencies, and policymakers who were 
all eager to learn more. Through these 
conversations and further research, we 
have learned that mass timber could 
particularly play a role in addressing one 
of our region’s most pressing problems: 
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the lack of affordable housing in growing 
urban areas such as Boston.

In buildings above six stories, “stick 
frame” wood construction is typically 
not allowed. Steel does not become 
economical until about 12 stories in 
height, however, so there is a growing 

“density gap,” with not many housing 
units being built above five or six 
stories. Mass timber could enable 
more of the six to nine story mixed-use 
housing developments that developers 
and city planners envision, but that 
steel prices prohibit.

Building with mass timber products has 
other advantages as well, including 
far shorter construction times, quieter 
and cleaner construction sites, airtight 
structures made more energy efficient 
by the high thermal values of wood, 
and a major advantage in sustainability. 
Replacing steel and concrete with mass 
timber avoids the high greenhouse 
gas emissions associated with cement 
kilns and blast furnaces. The timber 
itself serves as a “carbon sink” by 
sequestering carbon in the wood for the 
life of the building.

It also presents the possibility of 
bringing jobs back to rural New England, 
a goal shared across the region and 
emphasized by the companies that plan 
to open new CLT mills.

At the press conference announcing its 
decision to come to Maine, LignaCLT 

Maine, LLC estimated their facility 
would directly create more than 
100 jobs within five years, “while 
sustaining hundreds more in value 
chain operations.” SmartLam is still in 
the process of selecting its site but 
also expects to create jobs on-site and 
throughout its chain operations.

For both companies, bringing CLT to 
New England just makes sense.

“We’re already doing projects on the East 
Coast, so it’s an expansion into a ready 
and receptive market,” says Robert 

Tudhope, Vice President for Product 
Development at SmartLam. “We’ve 
already certified [CLT] for the wood that 
is in the Maine wood basket. And the 
University of Maine has been a fantastic 
partner, so we want to further cement 
that relationship.”

It now seems possible that the mass 
timber building revolution has come to 
New England.

This is good news indeed for our forests, 
our rural economies, and our cities—and 
all at the same time. NEFF will continue 
to play a catalytic role in moving this new 
technology forward. 
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NEFF started its Build It With Wood program  
when staff experts noticed a growing revolution  
in construction around the world that has 
enabled wooden buildings as tall as 18 stories, 
with higher ones still to come. 
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The Eastern White Pine can easily 
reach 200 years in age, and at least 

one specimen has been recorded as

The tallest tree species in New England, it can grow to

AGE AND SIZE

and reach
up to

100-150'
40"

WILDLIFE HABITAT

   GROWING CONDITIONS 
AND HARVESTING

Bald Eagles, Great Blue Herons and Osprey often nest and 
perch in tall white pines near water. These trees attract a 
di�erent crowd when they’re deeper into the woods: Large 

areas of forest comprised of hemlock, hardwood and pine 
provide habitat for birds like the vibrantly colorful Scarlet 
Tanager and Blackburnian Warbler, and the well camouflaged 
Northern Goshawk and Cooper’s Hawk.

White pine has intermediate tolerance for shade, which 
means it can survive in the shade of competing trees for 

some time but not indefinitely. When re-growing white pine 
after a harvest or a natural disturbance, a partial overstory can 

be helpful because it creates conditions that limit the damage 
caused by the White Pine Weevil. 

This insect lays eggs in the main shoot of young pine 
saplings, which proves deadly to the shoot. The 

sapling’s lateral branches then grow up toward the 
sunlight as they try to become the new main shoot. This 

results in the multi-stemmed pines that grew after many of 
southern New England’s farms were abandoned in the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries. These “old field pines,” or “wolf pines,” have 
a much lower timber value than trees that weren’t damaged by weevils.

White pine is typically harvested to produce dimensional lumber (1”x4”, 
1”x6”, etc.), which is often used in millwork and construction.

BARK

DIAMETER

HEIGHTS
OF

As with many tree species, the 
white pine’s bark varies greatly 

from youth to old age. When 
young, the tree’s bark is 

nearly smooth with a 
greyish-greenish hue, while 

older trees have brownish bark 
that forms blocks with deep 

furrows between them.

450YEARS
OLD

give the tree a softer appearance compared 
to pines with shorter and stouter needles.

NEEDLES

3-5"LONG and slender, which

Needles of non-pine conifers like spruce grow singly; 
pine needles grow in fascicles (or groups) of 2–5 that 

emerge from buds at the end of or along branches. Of
New England pine species,

only the white pine has5NEEDLES PER 
FASCICLE

Fun Fact: How Old Is That Tree?

With most species, the only way foresters and scientists can accurately 
determine a tree’s age is by counting the growth rings on a cross section of the 
tree or by using an increment borer to extract a thin cylinder of the trunk (read 
“Forestry Gadgets” at newenglandforestry.org/connect/blog to learn more).

Young white pines have a unique characteristic that provides a workaround. 
For each year the tree lives, it grows a single whorl of branches from its trunk; 
a new whorl’s set of branches emerge from around the trunk all at the same 
height, just below the terminal bud at the very top of the tree. By counting 
these whorls, you can get a reliable estimate of the tree’s age. This method 
only works until the tree’s lower branches become too shaded and fall o�.

MEET THE 
EASTERN 
 WHITE PINE
In this issue of Into the Woods, we’re 

introducing a new semi-regular feature: 

profiles of New England tree species. 

Let’s kick things off with the Eastern 

White Pine, or Pinus strobus.

The Eastern White Pine is one of the 

quintessential trees of New England. 

When the United States was still just an 

English colony, the trees were so highly 

valued that the best were marked with 

the King’s Arrow to exclusively reserve 

them for use by the Royal Navy. The 

white pine is the official state tree of  

both Maine and Michigan, and 

commonly grows from New England  

and the Canadian Maritime Provinces 

west to Minnesota and Ontario, and  

south along the spine of the 

Appalachians to northern Georgia.

WRITING BY Chris Pryor
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only works until the tree’s lower branches become too shaded and fall o�.
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ENJOY A TOUR OF PROUTY’S SPRING HIGHLIGHTS

As days lengthen and trees thaw out, 
sap begins to rise within them. The 
sap causes leaf buds to swell, and 
eventually the buds break open to 
release small spring leaves and, in  
many cases, blossoms. Meanwhile on 
the forest floor, a wide variety of smaller 
plants raise their leaves and flowers 
in order to capture some unfiltered 
sunlight before the trees are fully leafed 
out. Ferns unfurl their well-named 
fiddleheads that eventually become  
full-fledged leaves.

Prouty experiences these broad 
ecosystem changes like any other 
woodland, but visitors should also look 

for the property’s seasonal specialties. 
Breeding Barred Owls return to Prouty 
year after year, and can be regularly 
heard just after sunset in the spring.  
The large white blooms of the Flowering 
Dogwood, a small sub-canopy tree that 
flowers conspicuously in mid-spring, can 
be found all over the grounds, typically 
in early May.

Whether you are a first-time visitor or a 
Prouty regular, we hope the following 
self-guided tour will help you enjoy 
Prouty Woods on future walks and learn 
more about how this unique woodland 
changes as the weather warms. 

PROUTY WOODS  
IN SPRING

Charlie Reinertsen

If you are looking for sunset 
views of distant mountains,  
a lakeside respite, or a 
woodland stroll, look no further 
than our 118-acre Prouty Woods 
in Littleton, Massachusetts. The 
forest is home to the New 
England Forestry Foundation 
headquarters, and so each year 
staff members get to watch the 
woods change as spring and 
early summer unfold.
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Before you visit: 
Go to newenglandforestry.org/
explore/explore-our-forests  
to choose one of NEFF’s 155 
forests to visit, and then click 
on your chosen forest—Prouty, 
in this case—to get directions 
to the trailhead and download 
a PDF trail map. Maps of Prouty 
Woods are also available at the 
entryway kiosk, or you can stop 
into Headquarters for one and 
say hello. 

Parking
Visitors to Prouty Woods can park in 
front of NEFF’s barn on Wilderness 
Road in Littleton.

The Trailhead
As you walk up the road past the  
green gate, you will pass three areas  
of interest. Through the trees on the 
left you will first see two structures  
built by students from Harvard’s 
Graduate School of Design to test 
the thermal performance of different 
species of wood in an effort to change 
the way the construction industry 
thinks about and uses wood. (See page 
7 to learn about how sustainable timber 
will soon be produced and used in 
New England.)

As you continue up the trail, look to the 
right to see an experimental chestnut 
plantation managed by the American 
Chestnut Foundation; a little further 
in, you will see the site of the Littleton 
Community Farm, an organic farm 
run using a Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) model. 

The Loop Trail
If you are hoping to see Long Lake and 
take a substantial hike, the Loop Trail 
is the perfect option. Take the first trail 
branch to the right after the farm fields, 
about a quarter mile from the parking 
area, and head down to the lake. As you 
walk, keep an eye (and an ear) out for a 
wide array of songbirds and waterfowl. 
In early May, when the leaves are just 
beginning to fill out, many species of 
migrating warblers pass through Prouty 
Woods and feed on insects. While you 
might not see them, there is a good 
chance you will hear the flute-like call 
of the Hermit Thrush, particularly in the 
later afternoon or dusk. 

Summit Trail
The Summit Trail is a worthy detour for 
visitors hiking the Long Trail. With forty-
mile views from the top of Wilderness 
Hill, this is a wonderful place to catch 
the sunset before the property closes 
at dusk, particularly now that days 
are growing longer. Looking to the 
northwest on a clear day, you can see 
Mount Monadnock in the distance, and 
in the spring, you can see a mosaic of 
different shades of green as leaves fill 
out across the landscape. The Summit 
Trail turns left from the Loop Trail at the 
height of land. You can also reach the 
summit by continuing straight on the 
road and skipping the Loop Trail.

Frank Lowenstein
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Sky Dance on 
Wilderness Hill 
In early spring, visitors to Prouty Woods 
have a chance to see and hear one 
of New England’s most spectacular 
(and peculiar) performances—the 
American Woodcock’s courtship display, 
often referred to as the “sky dance.” 
Woodcocks, also called timberdoodles, 
are shaped like a very small football, 
colored a mottled brown with awkwardly 
long beaks and stout legs.

Male woodcocks perform a courtship 
display in the spring that involves 
propelling themselves upward in a 
spiraling flight pattern. As they climb, 
they chirp, and their wings produce an 
otherworldly twittering sound. When they 
reach the top of their flight, up to 350 
feet in the air, they plummet back to the 
ground in an erratic zigzag pattern as they 
continue emitting sounds from specialized 
wing feathers. Once on the ground, these 

small birds perform a bobbing dance as 
they walk and let out a periodic peent call. 

To have a chance to see this 
mesmerizing display, listen for the distinct 
peent call on top of Wilderness Hill and in 
the farm fields near the start of the hike, 
either in the early morning or as the sun 
is setting. If you hear the call, wait quietly, 
and you might be able to witness the 
woodcock’s courtship display.

The Trees
Keep an eye out for tree identification 
signs! These postcard-sized signs 
provide information on the trees that you 
will find in Prouty Woods, from towering 
Eastern White Pines to Flowering 
Dogwood trees. This is a great time of 
year to learn about and observe trees: 
almost all of them, including evergreens 
like the white pine, flower and set seed 
in spring. Many flower just before the 
growth of new leaves begins.

Frank Lowenstein

John Hemenway Memorial
Just before you reach Long Lake, you 
will pass a Sugar Maple planted in 
honor of a longtime friend, past NEFF 
executive director John T. Hemenway. 
Sugar Maples produce clusters of 
green flowers in early spring, and when 
pollinated, the flowers become winged 
seed capsules. 

Long Lake
A popular destination for fisherman 
(Massachusetts Fishing License 
required), Long Lake is home to 
bass, pickerel, Bluegill, and Yellow 
Perch. To the right of the observation 
bench, you will often see a Great 
Blue Heron stalking the shallow water 
for its next meal. Walking along the 
lakeshore toward the northeast from 
the observation bench, you may 
see dabbling ducks, as well as the 
occasional migrating loon and other 
waterfowl and songbirds. The Loop 
Trail continues along the lakeshore to 
the northeast, and then turns steeply 
to the left to climb over a shoulder of 
Wilderness Hill before descending 
again to rejoin the road. While climbing 
from the lake, keep your eyes open 
for a carpet of small, white Canada 
Mayflower blossoms. 

Share Your Visit
When you visit Prouty Woods, 
show us what you find! Did you 
see a pretty flower? Witness a 

“sky dance?” We want to hear 
about it! Tag us on Instagram 
@NEForestry and tell us about 
your visit.
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NEW MAPS  
FOR YOUR NEXT 
ADVENTURE

Visitors to the New England Forestry 
Foundation’s Community Forests can 
hike, ski, bike and more, and it’s easier 
than ever before to take advantage 
of these opportunities for outdoor 
adventures. We’re in the process of 
updating each forest’s trail map, and 
as each new map is completed, it goes 
up on the NEFF website as an easy-to-
download PDF.

Head to newenglandforestry.org/
explore and click “Explore Our 
Forests” to view a large map of all 
NEFF Community Forests across New 
England. Simply click on the particular 
forest you’d like to visit, and the pop-
up box will provide directions to the 
trailhead and a link to the PDF trail map.

In this section of the website, you 
can also read brief histories of each 
property, review visitor guidelines, and 
learn about all available recreational 
opportunities. 
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Boylston, Massachusetts - 201 Acres

Rocky Pond Community Forest
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Refer to the NEFF website for Community 
Forest Recreation guidelines and policies.

Trail distances are shown in miles.
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Credits: ESRI 'Terrain Base' map service

Date: 3/1/2018

Generous support from individuals 
and organizations has allowed NEFF 
to continue and expand its efforts to 
conserve the forested New England 
landscape and the environmental, 
social, and economic benefits it 
provides. 

Your contributions are greatly 
appreciated and are vital to 
our ongoing success. Visit 
newenglandforestry.org and click the 
donate button, or return the enclosed 
envelope to make a donation today. 

Every gift is important to us and helps 
us fulfill our mission. Thank you for 
your help in conserving New England’s 
forests for future generations.  

THANK YOU!
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